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Exam Details 
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Task 1  
 

Writing the Main Idea 

in a Text 



         
 

You will be given a 160-word expository text related to the theme, 

asking for the main idea of this text, and using their own words in 3-4 

sentences. (15 marks) 

 

Overview 

1.1 Read the text. Write the main idea in the text in your own words. 

Write at least 3-4 sentences. 

Question 



         
 

How to answer this question 



         
 

1. Understand the 
question 

The question asks for the main idea, not all the details. You 

need to summarize what the whole text is mainly about — not 

every example or piece of advice. 



         
 

1.1 Read the text. Write the main idea in the text in your own words. Write at least  3-4 

sentences. 
Finding a new place to live in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, can be exciting, but it also requires 

careful planning. The city is large, modern, and expanding rapidly, so every area offers 

a different lifestyle. For example, central Riyadh is close to offices, restaurants, and 

shopping centres, but rent is usually high, and traffic can be heavy. Families who 

prefer more space and quiet surroundings often move to neighborhoods on the edge of 

the city, where homes are larger and streets are calmer. 

Before moving, people usually check how close their home is to schools, supermarkets, 

and transport in order to save time and money each day. It is also important to 

compare rent prices online because they can change quickly. Some people choose to 

share accommodation to reduce costs, while others decide to live near their workplace 

to avoid long commutes. 

To find the right home in Riyadh, you must balance comfort, budget, safety, and 

convenience carefully. 



         
 

2. Identify key points in the text 

Read and notice the most  important  ideas: 

• The text is about finding a place to live in Riyadh. 

• It explains that different areas have different advantages. 

• It gives advice on what to consider before moving (rent, 
transport, schools, budget, etc.). 

• The main message is about balancing comfort, cost, and 
convenience. 



         
 

 3. Write your answer in your own words 

 You have to paraphrase your answer and write 3-4 sentences 
 

 Start with a general sentence introducing the topic. 

 Add two supporting sentences explaining the main ideas. 

 Finish with a concluding idea that summarizes the overall 
message. 



         
 

Some helpful phrases to 
use  

• The main idea of the text is 

that… 

• The text is mainly about ….. 

• The most important point in the 

text is… 

• The writer focuses on the idea 

that… 

Introduce the Main Idea 

• Another key point in the text is 

that… 

• The writer also mentions that… 

• The text highlights… 

• This shows that… 

• Additionally, the writer points 

out… 

Explain in Your Own Words 



         
 

• In conclusion, the main 

message of the text is… 

• Overall, the text teaches us 

that… 

• To sum up, the text mainly talks 

about… 

Conclude Your Explanation 



         
 

Model answer 

The text is mainly about how finding a home in Riyadh needs to be 

carefully planned since the city offers many ways of life. People must 

think about location, rent, and access to schools or travel methods before 

moving. The text also explains that each area has benefits and 

challenges, such as high costs in central areas or quiet surroundings 

outside the city. Overall, choosing the right home in Riyadh means 

balancing comfort, expenses , and available services. 



         
 

Practice 

1.1 Read the text. Write the main idea in the text in your own words. 

Write at least 3-4 sentences. 



         
 

 
Different types of weather can have a strong impact on people’s health and daily well-
being. Hot weather, for example, often causes dehydration and heat exhaustion, 
especially when people spend long hours outdoors without drinking enough water. High 
temperatures can also make it difficult for older adults and young children to regulate 
their body temperature, increasing the risk of heatstroke. 
 
Cold weather, on the other hand, brings its own challenges. When temperatures drop, 
the body works harder to stay warm, which can weaken the immune system and make 
people more likely to catch colds or the flu. Extremely cold conditions may also affect 
people with joint pain, as their symptoms often become worse in winter. 
 
Rainy and humid weather can influence health as well. High humidity may cause 
breathing difficulties for people with asthma, while constant rain sometimes affects 
mood and energy levels. Stormy weather, with strong winds and pressure changes, 
may also trigger headaches or migraines. 
 
Overall, different types of weather affect people in different ways, and understanding 
these effects can help individuals take better care of their health throughout the year. 
 



         
 

Task 2  
 

Essay Writing 



         
 

Overview 

One question with three prompts to elicit an argumentative 

text asking them to reply to the given text by presenting a 

position and supporting it with 

reasons. Word count: 150 words -25 marks 



         
 

1.2 Read the text again. Now write a response to the text in which you: 
 

• give your opinion about the advantages and disadvantages of living in a 

large city like Riyadh 

• explain how people can make living in a busy city more comfortable or 

convenient 

• include one example or experience to support your ideas 
 

Write at least 150 words. 

Question 



         
 

How to answer this question 



         
 

1. Understand the 
question 

You must write a short response (150+ words) that includes 
three things:- 

• Your opinion about the advantages and disadvantages of 
living in a large city like Riyadh. 

• Your ideas or advice on how people can make city life 
more comfortable or convenient. 

• One example or experience (real or imagined) to support 
your ideas. 



         
 

2. Organise your response 
clearly 

You must write a short response (150+ words) that includes 

three things:- 

Use five short paragraphs — it makes your answer easier to 

read and mark. 



         
 

• Introduce the topic and give your general opinion. 

Phrases to start with: 

• Living in a large city like Riyadh has both advantages and 

disadvantages. 

• In my opinion, city life can be exciting, but it has some 

challenges. 

🟩🟩 Paragraph 1 – Introduction 



         
 

• Mention at least one benefit and one challenge. 
Useful phrases: 

• One advantage of living in a big city is that… 

• However, a major disadvantage is that… 

• On the other hand,… 
 

• Examples: 

• There are more job opportunities and entertainment, but traffic and 
high rent can be problems. 

🟩🟩 Paragraph 2 – Advantages and disadvantages 



         
 

• Give practical suggestions. 

Useful phrases: 

• People can make city life easier by… 

• To make living in Riyadh more comfortable,… 

• For example, using public transport or living close to work helps 

reduce stress. 

🟩🟩 Paragraph 3 – How to make city life comfortable 



         
 

• Add a personal example or general experience, then restate your 

opinion. 

Example: 

• For instance, when my cousin moved to work in Riyadh as a civil 

engineer, he chose an apartment near his office, which saved his time 

every day. 

🟩🟩 Paragraph 4 – Example 



         
 

Restate your opinion. 

Example: 

• Overall, living in a large city like Riyadh can be enjoyable if people 

plan carefully and manage their time well. 

🟩🟩 Paragraph 5 – Conclusion 



         
 

✅  Use linking words: however, also, for example, in addition, therefore. 

✅  Keep your ideas clear and connected. 

✅  Don’t just list — explain each point briefly. 

✅  Write in complete sentences and use your own words and way of 

writing 

✅  Check grammar, punctuation, and spelling before submitting your 

 

💡💡 3. Writing tips 



         
 

💡💡 Model answer 

Living in a big city like Riyadh is an exciting experience for many people. The city is full of amazing 

opportunities; however, it also brings some challenges for its residents. 

On the one hand, it offers many opportunities for work, education, and entertainment. People can 

enjoy modern shopping malls, good restaurants, and different cultural events. On the other hand, 

life in a big city can be stressful because of heavy traffic, high rent, and the fast pace of daily life. 

However, there are many ways to make city living more comfortably. People can choose to live near 

their workplace or use public transport to save time and money. Planning daily routines and 

spending weekends in parks or quieter areas can also help reduce stress. Technology, such as 

delivery apps or online services, can make city life more convenient. 

For example, my friend moved to Riyadh last year and decided to rent an apartment close to his 

job. He says this choice helps him enjoy city life without feeling tired from commuting every day. 

Overall, it’s important to think about both the good and bad sides when you decide to live in a large 

city like Riyadh. 



         
 

Practice 

1.2 Read the text again. Now write a response to the text in which you: 
 

• give your opinion about the effects of bad weather on people’s health 

• explain how people can avoid the effects of the bad weather 

• include one example or experience to support your ideas 
 

Write at least 150 words. 



         
 

 
Different types of weather can have a strong impact on people’s health and daily well-
being. Hot weather, for example, often causes dehydration and heat exhaustion, 
especially when people spend long hours outdoors without drinking enough water. High 
temperatures can also make it difficult for older adults and young children to regulate 
their body temperature, increasing the risk of heatstroke. 
 
Cold weather, on the other hand, brings its own challenges. When temperatures drop, 
the body works harder to stay warm, which can weaken the immune system and make 
people more likely to catch colds or the flu. Extremely cold conditions may also affect 
people with joint pain, as their symptoms often become worse in winter. 
 
Rainy and humid weather can influence health as well. High humidity may cause 
breathing difficulties for people with asthma, while constant rain sometimes affects 
mood and energy levels. Stormy weather, with strong winds and pressure changes, 
may also trigger headaches or migraines. 
 
Overall, different types of weather affect people in different ways, and understanding 
these effects can help individuals take better care of their health throughout the year. 
 



         
 

Thank You 
English With Ali 
Hassan 
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