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Term 2 Final Reading Test 

The Desert Fox 

In the vast deserts of the UAE, where the 
environment is harsh and unforgiving, a small 
desert fox fights to survive. The desert 
ecosystem is a delicate balance of life, where 
every creature plays a role. For the desert fox, 
survival depends on finding food, avoiding 
predators, and adapting to the extreme 
conditions of its habitat. The scorching heat 
during the day and the freezing cold at night make 
life challenging, but the fox has learned to adapt. 
Its sandy-colored fur provides camouflage, and it 
digs deep burrows to find shelter from the heat 
and cold. 

The desert fox’s habitat is not just a place to live; 
it is a network of resources that help it survive. 
The fox hunts small animals like rodents and 
insects, which are also adapted to the desert 
environment. However, finding food is not easy. 
The desert’s extreme conditions mean that prey 
is scarce, and the fox must often travel long 
distances to find a meal. At the same time, the 
fox must always be on the lookout for predators, 
such as eagles and larger carnivores, that see it 
as food. The fox’s sharp senses and quick 
reflexes are its best tools for survival. 

One of the biggest challenges for the desert fox is 
the changing environment. Human activities, 
such as construction and urbanization, are 
encroaching on its natural habitat. The once vast 
and untouched desert is now dotted with roads 
and buildings, disrupting the delicate 
ecosystem. This makes it harder for the fox to find 
shelter and food. As its habitat shrinks, the fox is 
forced to venture closer to human settlements, 
where it faces new dangers like cars and 
pollution. 

Despite these challenges, the desert fox is a 
resilient creature. It has survived in the harsh 
desert environment for thousands of years, 
adapting to changes and finding ways to thrive. 
However, the rapid changes brought by human 
activity are testing its limits. If the destruction of 
its habitat continues, the desert fox may struggle 
to survive in the long term. 

Read the text and answer the questions: 

1. What is the main challenge the desert 
fox faces in its habitat? 
a) Adapting to extreme temperatures 
and avoiding predators 
b) Competing with other foxes for 
territory 
c) Building nests in tall trees 
 

2. What is one way the desert fox adapts 
to the harsh desert environment? 
a) By migrating to cooler areas during 
the summer 
b) By digging burrows for shelter and 
using camouflage 
c) By storing food for long periods 
 

3. What does the third paragraph mainly 
discuss? 
a) The impact of human activities on the 
desert fox’s habitat 
b) The relationship between the desert 
fox and its predators 
c) The physical features of the desert 
fox 
 

4.  Which statement best paraphrases 
the idea that the desert fox is resilient 
but faces new challenges? 
a) The fox is weak and cannot survive in 
the desert. 
b) The fox has adapted to natural 
challenges but struggles with human-
induced changes. 
c) The fox prefers living near human 
settlements. 
 

5.  According to the third paragraph, 
what new dangers does the desert fox 
face when venturing closer to human 
settlements? 
a) Lack of water and extreme heat 
b) Competition with other desert 
animals 
c) Cars and pollution 
 

6. Which of the following would be an 
alternative title for the text? 
a) “The Life of Urban Foxes in the UAE” 
b) “Survival in a Changing Environment” 
c) “How Humans Help Desert Animals” 
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7-Inference: 
 
Based on the information in the 
text, what is likely to happen to the 
desert fox if human activities 
continue to disrupt its habitat? 
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8-Justification: 
 
Why do you think your answer to 
the inference question is the best? 
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