
	2020-2021
3

S
o

c
ia

l S
tu

d
ie

s
T
e

a
c
h

e
r G

u
id

e
G

ra
d

e
 8

14
4

1- 14
4

2
 A

.H
. /2

0
2

0
- 2

0
2

1 A
.D

.

	1

23

GradeGrade
08Teacher Guide

SOCIAL 
STUDIES

OUR UAE, OUR WORLD: 
UNDERSTANDING OUR 

PAST, PRESENT AND 
FUTURE



Social Studies
Our UAE, Our World: 

Understanding our Past, Present and Future

Teacher Guide
Grade 8

Term 3

1441- 1442 A.H. /2020- 2021 A.D.

Certi�ed
The materials in this 

book are certi�ed by the 
Ministry of Education

óªà©e
 óªà©e ÜÉàµdG Gòg iƒàfi
º«∏©àdGh á«HÎdG IQGRh øe

(Pilot Version)











6 	   

INTRODUCTION
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In this term students will 
examine the geography 
and modern history of 
the Middle East and North 
Africa.  You will see how 
the region has been a 
major contributor to 
modern world history.

The following Learning 
Outcomes are part of 
the national curriculum 
for Grade 8 – In this term 
the following Learning 
Outcomes are directly 
incorporated or may 
be inferred through the 
material and content 
included herein.  These 
learning outcomes are 
specified within the 
individual lessons where 
applicable.



All rights reserved. N
o part of this page m

ay be reproduced, stored in a retieval system
 or transm

itted in any form
 or by any m

eans w
ithout prior perm

ission in w
riting of the publisher. 

Social Studies  |  Grade 8 - Teacher Guide  |  Term 3

8 	   

G08 SOC.1.1.01.017	 Uses primary and secondary sources to 
research about a historical event

G08 SOC.1.1.01.018	 Distinguishes between historical fact and 
historical interpretation

G08 SOC.1.1.01.019	 Studies quantitative data to answer questions 
about a historical event or development

G08 SOC.1.1.01.020	 Describes how groups tries to maintain 
their traditional cultures, identities and 
distinctiveness in the context of increasing 
globalization

G08 SOC.1.1.02.019	 Examines historical resources and identifies 
bias, point of view, context, distortion

G08 SOC.1.1.02.020	 Analyzes multiple interpretations of the same 
historical or current event

G08 SOC.1.1.02.021	 Creates historical timelines and interprets the 
data presented in it

G08 SOC.1.2.02.017	 Explains the role played by leaders in nation 
development

G08 SOC.1.2.02.018	 Identifies laws and rules intended to address 
public issues

G08 SOC.1.3.01.023	 Uses appropriate geographic tools to analyze 
and explain the distribution of physical and 
human characteristics of places

G08 SOC.1.3.01.024	 Explains the impact of advanced technology 
on geographical resources

G08 SOC.1.3.02.024	 Creates and uses various kinds of maps, 
including overlaying thematic maps of places 
in the world; incorporates map basics, as well 
as points, lines and shaded areas to display 
spatial information

G08 SOC.1.3.02.025	 Explains how geography influenced the 

 
AˏPPLICABLE 
WIDS CODES
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economic development of the countries

G08 SOC.1.3.02.026	 Applies geographic information from a variety 
of print and electronic sources to interpret the 
past and present and plan for the future

G08 SOC.1.4.01.015	 Examines the effects of various factors (e.g., 
disease, resources, industrialization, and 
technology) on people and the environment

G08 SOC.1.4.01.016	 Examines how cultural and environmental 
characteristics make places similar and 
different from one another

G08 SOC.1.4.02.015	 Explains and discusses the role played by 
natural environments in enhancing cultures

G08 SOC.1.4.02.016	 Identifies and explains how changes people 
make in the physical environment may lead to 
changes in other places

G08 SOC.1.5.01.023	 Compares and contrasts three forms of 
business ownership business organization—
sole proprietorship, partnership, and 
corporation 

G08 SOC.1.5.01.024	 Investigates the relationship and economic 
impact of culture, government, social systems 
in different countries

G08 SOC.1.5.01.025	 Compares and contrasts traditional versus 
contemporary economic activities

G08 SOC.1.5.01.026	 Examines the relationship between supply and 
demand and the impact of prices on goods 
and services

G08 SOC.1.5.02.022	 Describes economic values necessary for 
development (innovation-creativity)

G08 SOC.1.5.02.023	 Compares and contrasts various economic 
activities among various societies

 
AˏPPLICABLE 
WIDS CODES
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G08 SOC.1.5.02.024	 Identifies specific areas of the GCC with 
important natural resource deposits

G08 SOC.1.5.02.025	 Explains how technology has changed the way 
goods are produced

G08 SOC.2.1.01.021	 Writes informative/explanatory texts on 
historical events or any social studies topic

G08 SOC.2.1.01.022	 Distinguishes between facts from opinion, 
relevant from irrelevant information, essential 
from incidental information

G08 SOC.2.1.01.023	 Provides accurate summary of a source, 
printed or digital

G08 SOC.2.1.01.024	 Analyses how a text makes connections 
and distinctions between ideas, and among 
individuals

G08 SOC.2.1.01.025	 Writes argumentative essays on various social 
studies topics citing references

G08 SOC.2.1.02.020	 Frames questions that can be answered by 
historical study or research

G08 SOC.2.1.02.021	 Orally presents information gathered to an 
intended audience using visuals to show 
findings and support evidence

G08 SOC.2.1.02.022	 Assesses credibility of primary and secondary 
sources and draws conclusions

G08 SOC.2.1.02.023	 Cites specific textual evidence to support 
analysis of primary and secondary sources, 
noting evidentiary limitations

G08 SOC.2.1.02.024	 Interprets and analyses maps, charts, to 
support conclusions on social studies issues

G08 SOC.2.1.02.025	 Creates various forms of written work to 
express a personal opinion on various social 
studies issues and supports it with evidence 

 
AˏPPLICABLE 
WIDS CODES
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(e.g. artifact, brochure, video, cartoon, etc.)

G08 SOC.2.2.01.017	 Analyzes data related to a certain topic and its 
various interpretations

G08 SOC.2.2.01.018	 Works collaboratively to arrive at conclusions 
on social studies issues and explains the 
reasons of those conclusions

G08 SOC.2.2.01.019	 Implements a plan of action to solve a local/
national issue

G08 SOC.2.2.01.020	 Gives explanations using reasoning, examples, 
and details with relevant information

G08 SOC.2.2.01.047	 Express his opinion regarding others’ 
interpretations

G08 SOC.2.2.01.048	 Provides evidence when supporting or 
critiquing an author’s interpretation of a 
historical/current event

G08 SOC.2.2.01.049	 Analyses several possible solutions to a 
contemporary issue citing relevant information

G08 SOC.3.1.01.042	 Explain in their own words what a community 
is and why being a member of at least one 
community or social group is important to 
most people

G08 SOC.3.1.01.043	 Explain (at a basic level) about the cycle of 
bias and discrimination and identify how these 
attitudes are destructive and how they can be 
overcome                             

G08 SOC.3.1.01.046	 Put forward a reasonably well-justified 
argument about the key characteristics of a 
good government

G08 SOC.3.1.01.048	 Define ‘state’ and ‘government’

G08 SOC.3.1.02.050	 Demonstrate respect and empathy for, and 
sensitivity to, individuals who are different or 

 
AˏPPLICABLE 
WIDS CODES
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who come from different backgrounds and 
how they can be included in communities and 
societies 

G08 SOC.3.1.02.051	 Have an appreciation of personal tolerance, 
and an understanding of the causes and issues 
surrounding intolerance, discrimination and 
prejudice

G08 SOC.3.1.02.052	 Articulate to others how they value the 
importance of tolerance and being empathetic 
to others who may face external conflict that 
affects their wellbeing (i.e. refugee crises)

G08 SOC.3.1.02.053	 Discuss with other students why it might be 
valuable to promote social cohesion both in 
the groups to which the students belong and 
more generally in the wider society of the UAE

G08 SOC.3.1.02.054	 Different, historical forms of government and 
main forms of government in contemporary 
states around the world 

G08 SOC.3.1.02.055	 Give an account of (at least) one community 
or social group to which they, as individuals, 
belong and specify some of the shared 
values and duties of the participants in that 
community or group 

G08 SOC.3.1.02.056	 Confidently use a range of strategies to deal 
with internal and external conflict, evidencing 
this through participation in a series of 
scenarios and role plays where they are asked 
to make decisions based on different levels of 
conflict that they may find themselves in 

G08 SOC.3.2.02.008	 Engage in debate in ways which demonstrate 
an understanding of and willingness to 
participate in processes of consultation aimed 
at achieving consensus

 
AˏPPLICABLE 
WIDS CODES
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LESSON 1:  
GEOGRAPHY OF 
WEST ASIA
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SOC.1.3.01.023	 Uses appropriate geographic tools to analyze and 
explain the distribution of physical and human 
characteristics of places

SOC.1.3.01.024	 Explains the impact of advanced technology on 
geographical resources

SOC.1.3.02.024	Creates and uses various kinds of maps, including 
overlaying thematic maps of places in the world; 
incorporates map basics, as well as points, lines and 
shaded areas to display spatial information

SOC.1.3.02.025	 Explains how geography influenced the economic 
development of the countries

SOC.1.3.02.026	Applies geographic information from a variety of print 
and electronic sources to interpret the past and present 
and plan for the future

 

By the end of the lesson, students will 

  � analysing geographical characteristics of a place 

  � gathering and analysing geographic information 

  � creating and using various kinds of maps	

  � using appropriate geographic tools 

 

׭   Arabian Peninsula

׭   Iraq

׭   Syria

׭   Turkey

׭   Tigris River

׭   Euphrates River

׭   Orontes River

׭   Taurus Mountains

 
K˒ey 
Vocabulary

 
Sˏtudent 
Learning 
Outcomes 
(SLOs)

ی 
Lesson 
Objective 
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Lesson 1 | Geography of West Asia
 

 
Mˬaterials/
Resources/
Technology

Resources from Student Book

	ɮ Equal Earth Maps – excerpts in book

Teacher-ONLY resources:

publishers.boclips.com

VOICED: From riches to rags in Iraq’s former ‘Fertile Crescent’

Duration: 00:01:25

Date: Jul 26, 2010 4:00 AM

Source: AFPTV

Type: News

GEOGRAPHY OF THE WEST ASIA

The modern Middle East consists of West Asia and parts of North and 
East Africa. West Asia includes the modern day countries of Bahrain, Iraq, 
Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syrian Arab 
Republic, United Arab Emirates and Yemen. The countries in West Asia have 
historical, cultural, physical, economic, and geographical characteristics that 
link them.  

Arabic is a common language in each of West Asian countries. Much of the 
region has an arid or desert environment. The coastal areas are used for 
fishing and trade. In the past, caravan trade routes crossed over from the 
Arabian Peninsula.  

 

 ؊
Lesson Text
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THE ARABIAN PENINSULA

The Arabian Peninsula is a large land area surrounded on three sides by 
bodies of water: the Red Sea, the Arabian Gulf and the Arabian Sea.  Islam 
spread to other parts of the world from the Arabian Peninsula, which contains 
two of the holy cities in Islam: Mecca and Medina. 

The Arabian Peninsula is divided into different areas.  There is a the range 
of mountains in the western part made of volcanic rock that run from 
north to south and parallel to the Red Sea.  The mountain ranges are 
the Tihama, Hijaz, Asir, and Yemen with the highest peaks rising to 4,000 
metres.  A coastal plain runs before the mountain ranges. The southern 
mountains extend towards the southeast with a large valley, called the Wadi 
Hadramoot. 

Vast sandy deserts, the Nafud and the “Empty Quarter” and a rocky steppe, 
called the Najd, extend to the shores of the Gulf. The areas had limited 
arable lands and limited sources of water, so they were traditionally used for 
pastoral and seasonal migrations. 

Oman is located in the south-eastern corner of the peninsula. It has a coastal 
plain and a mountain range rising up about 3,000 metres.  Mountain spring 
waters feed traditional irrigation systems.  Harbours run along the coast were 
fishing, pearl diving and trade were key features of the traditional economy of 
the past.  

The United Arab Emirates is located in the northern part of the Arabian 
Peninsula. The port cities of the United Arab Emirates were linked by sea 
trade to the Indian Ocean and by land to the northern Middle East and 
Mediterranean countries. 

The Fertile Crescent is a crescent-shaped land that runs around the Syrian 
desert. The map shows that in antiquity it included the fertile agricultural 
area of the Nile Valley in Egypt.  In recent years, climate change has altered 
the arable areas of agricultural land. Less agricultural land has contributed 
to the recent problems of war and migration by Syrian people and other 
refugees.

Ancient civilizations, including the Assyrian, Greek and Roman Empires, 
occupied the Fertile Crescent in ancient times leaving ruins of cities and 

 ؊
Lesson Text
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Lesson 1 | Geography of West Asia
 

 ؊
Lesson Text

buildings behind as evidence. Islam first spread outward from the Arabian 
Peninsula to people in the Fertile Crescent. 

The area known as Greater Syria is a historic area that includes the modern 
countries of Syria and Lebanon down toward Palestine.  In the West is a range 
of mountains that border the agricultural coastal plains on the western slope 
and the valleys of the interior. The Orantes River is an important river that 
feeds agricultural lands. Damascus is the Syrian capital. 

IRAQ

Iraq is the long stretch of land that stretches between and alongside the 
valleys of the twin rivers, Euphrates and Tigris.  The two rivers originate in 
the snow-capped mountains of Anatolia in Eastern Turkey and flow in a in a 
south-easterly direction, where they empty into the Arabian Gulf. 

Southern Iraq is a rich agricultural area set between the two great rivers. 
Silt from the deposits of the rivers make up the great alluvial plain, called 
the Sawad, where irrigation makes agriculture possible. The modern and 
historical capital city of Baghdad is in this region, as well as other important 
cities, such as Najaf, and Basra in the South near the Gulf. The ancient cities of 
Babylon and Sumer were located in this region.  

In northern Iraq, known as upper Mesopotamia, raised mountains and 
plateaus provide irrigation to farmland growing mostly grain. To the 
northeast of the rivers is a mountain range that extends to Anatolia. The 
country, Kurdistan, is named after the Kurds who live there and who have 
their own language. The pastoral lands of Kurdistan are used mostly for 
raising of sheep and herding animals. 

MAJOR MONUMENTS OF WEST ASIA

West Asia has monumental buildings and landmarks of historical and 
architectural value.

TURKEY AND ANATOLIA

Anatolia, the large plateau of land in the north, now known as modern 
Turkey.  It is bordered by mountain ranges in the Northeast where snow feeds 
rivers and valleys for agriculture and by the Taurus Mountains in the South.  
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Turkey is bordered by several major bodies of water: the Mediterranean Sea, 
and Black Sea, and the Sea of Marmara. Ankara is the capital of modern 
Turkey. In the past the city of Istanbul was the capital city of the Ottoman 
Empire and the Byzantine Empire, when it was called Constantinople.

 

SOC.1.3.01.023	 Activities 1-6

SOC.1.3.02.026	 Activities 1-6

Warm up: 

ߊ  How many seas or rivers can you name that border or flow 
through the Middle East?  Write them down in the box below.

	ɪ Students may list any of the following major rivers: Tigris, 
Euphrates, Orontes, Nile,  

	ɪ For seas – they may list Red Sea, Arabian Sea, Mediterranean 
Sea, Arabian Gulf, Caspian Sea, Black Sea

Physical Geography of the Middle East

 
S̝elected 
Activity 
Answers

 ؊
Lesson Text

 ё
Lesson 
Description 
with SLO 
Tags and 
Notes
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Lesson 1 | Geography of West Asia
 

Activity 1: 

ߊ  Study the map below and identify the three major seas or gulfs 
that surround the Arabian Peninsula

1.	 Arabian Sea

2.	 Gulf of Aden

3.	 Arabian Gulf

Activity 2:  Reflection

ߊ  Read the description of these sites or buildings. Which one 
would you most like to visit first?  Write 3 sentences to describe 
your choice and give a reason for it.

	ɪ Students may select and describe unique features from 
the different sites and buildings presented.  Encourage a 
description of the design, history or importance of the building.

International  Date  Line

International  D
ate  Line

International  Date  Line

In
te

rn
atio

nal  D

ate  L
ine

Sunday

M
onday

Monday

Sunday

SundayMonday

Small Caribbean island capitals
and administrative centers
Anguilla – The Valley
Antigua and Barbuda – Saint John’s
Aruba – Oranjestad
Barbados – Bridgetown
Bonaire – Kralendijk
Cayman Islands – George Town
Curaçao – Willemstad
Dominica – Roseau
Grenada – St. George’s
Guadeloupe – Basse-Terre
Saba – The Bottom
Saint Barthélemy – Gustavia
St. Kitts and Nevis – Basseterre
St. Lucia – Castries
Saint-Martin – Marigot
Sint Eustatius – Oranjestad
Sint Maarten – Philipsburg
St. Vincent and The Grenadines – Kingstown
Martinique – Fort-de-France
Montserrat – Brades
Turks and Caicos Islands – Cockburn Town
Virgin Islands (U.K.) – Road Town
Virgin Islands (U.S.) – Charlotte Amalie

Rotorua

Iqaluit
(Frobisher Bay)

Longyearbyen

Kandahār

Constantine
Oran

Namibe

Benguela

Bahía Blanca

Comodoro
Rivadavia

Córdoba

La Plata

Mar del Plata

Mendoza Rosario

San Miguel
de Tucumán

Adelaide

Alice Springs

Coober Pedy

Brisbane

Cairns

Darwin

Hobart

Melbourne

Newcastle

Perth

Sydney
Wollongong

Batemans Bay

Byron Bay

Chittagong

Khulna

Homyel’

Cochabamba

Santa Cruz
Sucre

Belém

Belo
Horizonte

Campinas

Campo
Grande

Curitiba

Florianópolis

Fortaleza

Goiânia

João Pessoa

Joinville

Maceió

Manaus

Natal

Porto Alegre
Santa Maria

Porto Velho

Recife

Rio de Janeiro

Salvador

Santos

São Luís

São Paulo

Teresina

Uberlândia

Vitória

Mandalay

Douala

Alert

Calgary

Churchill

Arviat

Edmonton

Fort McMurray

Halifax

Happy Valley-
Goose Bay

Kuujjuaq

St. John’s

St. Anthony

Montréal

Pond Inlet

Prince
George

Québec

Resolute (Qausuittuq)

Saskatoon

Toronto

Vancouver

Whitehorse
Watson Lake

Skagway

Winnipeg

Antofagasta

Concepción

Talca

Puerto Montt

Punta Arenas

Ushuaia

Valparaíso

Baotou Hohhot

Changchun

Changsha

Chengdu

Chongqing

Dalian

Datong

Fuzhou

Guangzhou

Guiyang

Hangzhou

Harbin

Hefei

Jilin

Jinan

Kunming

Lanzhou

Lhasa

Nanchang

Nanjing

Nanning

Nantong

Ningbo

Qingdao

Shanghai

Shantou

Shenyang

Taiyuan

Tianjin

Ürümqi

Wuhan

Xiamen

Xi'an

Yantai

Zhanjiang

Zhengzhou

Barranquilla

Cali

Cartagena

Cúcuta

Medellín

Abidjan

Kisangani

Lubumbashi

Mbuji-
Mayi

Santiago

Guayaquil

Alexandria

Aswân

Bordeaux

Lille

Lyon
Geneva

Marseille

Toulouse

Cologne
Frankfurt 

Hamburg

Munich

Qaanaaq (Thule)
 Grise Fiord
(Aujuittuq)

Āgra

Delhi

Ahmadābād

Bengalūru 
(Bangalore)

Bhopāl

Kozhikode
(Calicut)

Chennai
(Madras)

Kochi

Coimbatore

Hyderābād

Indore

Jaipur

Dehra Dūn
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Agaléga

Rodrigues

Mahé I.

Tromelin I.

Bassas da India

Europa I.
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Introducing the Equal Earth projection
The Equal Earth map projection shows continents and countries at their true sizes relative to
each other. Continents keep their familiar shapes and the rounded sides of the map suggest
the spherical form of the Earth. Straight parallels make it easier to compare how far north or
south places are from the equator.

Scale at Equator

3,000 Kilometers0 1,000 2,000

2,000 Miles0 500 1,000 1,500

The bounding lines around scattered island
groups are shown for clarity. They are not
actual maritime boundaries.

Elevations are in meters.

Independent state

Dependency or area of
special sovereignty

Capital

Anguilla (U.K.)

CAMBODIA

Equal Earth • Countries of the World

Physical Geography of the Middle East

Activity 3:  Map review

ߊ  With a partner, take turns studying the map by looking for 

 
S̝elected 
Activity 
Answers
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mountains.  Then say the name of the mountain out loud and 
see if they can name the country it is in. Take turns and continue 
until you have found and placed 5 different mountain ranges 
below.  If you are alone, just fill in the names yourself.

Pontic Mountains Turkey

Hejaz Mountains Saudi Arabia

Zagros and Elburz 
Mountains

Iran

Asir Mountains Yemen

Mt. Sinai Egypt

M
O

U
N

TA
IN

 R
A

N
G

E

C
O

U
N

T
R

Y

Activity 4:  Map Review – Find the capitals

ߊ  Look at the map below and fill in the capital cities of the 
countries listed in the table.

Ankara Turkey

Baghdad Iraq

Muscat Oman

Damascus Syria

Beirut Lebanon

Amman Jordan

Kuwait City Kuwait

Riyadh Saudi Arabia

Sana’a Yemen

Abu Dhabi United Arab Emirates

C
A

P
IT

A
L 

C
IT

Y C
O

U
N

T
R

Y
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Activity 5:  Middle East or Western Asia? 

ߊ  There is a debate about whether the term Middle East is 
appropriate to name the area known as the Arab World.  Many 
now propose that the term Western Asia is more accurate.  After 
studying the maps above, reflect and write a response with 3 
reasons for which of the two terms you believe is better. Or, can 
you think of another term or description to name the shared 
geography of the land of the Eastern Arab World, and Turkey?

	ɪ Other recently proposed names include Western Asia.  Students 
may propose a variety of possible choices

Activity 6:

ߊ  On the blank map below, colour in and label the country names 
and the year the modern nation-state was founded for the 
following countries:

1.	  Yemen (1967)

2.	  Oman (1970)

3.	 United Arab 
Emirates (1971)

4.	 Saudi Arabia (1932)

5.	 Kuwait (1961)

6.	 Jordan  (1946)

7.	 Syria (1946)

8.	 Lebanon (1946)

9.	 Iraq (1931)

10.	 Turkey (1923)
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Activity 2 allows some reflection on historical landmarks that distinguish 
the geography of the region. 

Students may review names of capitals and countries  
– See Activity 4 and 6

Students may explore the Equal Earth Physical and Political Maps in more 
detail

 !
Extension  
Opportunities

 
F̠ormative 
Assessment 
Opportunities

 ы
Remedial 
Opportunities

Damascus
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LESSON 2: 
GEOGRAPHY OF 
NORTH AFRICA 
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SOC.1.3.01.023	 Uses appropriate geographic tools to analyze and 
explain the distribution of physical and human 
characteristics of places

SOC.1.3.01.024	 Explains the impact of advanced technology on 
geographical resources

SOC.1.3.02.024	Creates and uses various kinds of maps, including 
overlaying thematic maps of places in the world; 
incorporates map basics, as well as points, lines and 
shaded areas to display spatial information

SOC.1.3.02.025	 Explains how geography influenced the economic 
development of the countries

SOC.1.3.02.026	Applies geographic information from a variety of print 
and electronic sources to interpret the past and present 
and plan for the future

By the end of the lesson, students will 

  � Identify locations in North Africa  

׭   Atlas Mountains

׭   Sahara Desert

׭   the Sahel

׭   the Maghrib

׭   Morocco

׭   Algeria

׭   Tunisia

׭   Libya

׭   Mauretania

׭   Mali

 

Resources from Student Book

See below

 
Sˏtudent 
Learning 
Outcomes 
(SLOs)

ی 
Lesson 
Objective 

 
K˒ey 
Vocabulary

 
Mˬaterials/
Resources/
Technology
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Mˬaterials/
Resources/
Technology

Teacher-ONLY resources:

Equal Earth Maps – physical and political maps. 

Equal Earth Physical Map

MOROCCO AND THE MAGHRIB

Western North Africa and the country of Morocco are referred to as the 
Maghrib.  Maghrib means “the sunset,” so it is the place where the sun 
sets as one looks west from the eastern lands of the Arab World. It is a 
term used by the French to describe Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia, during 

 ؊
Lesson Text

Physical Geography Map of Northern Africa
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The ports on North Africa’s Mediterranean and Atlantic coasts link it 
with the Iberian Peninsula, Italy and Egypt.  In the past, overland camel 
caravan routes ran from south to north, carrying valuable salt and gold 
from Mali and Western Africa to the northern ports. 

The Atlas Mountains stretch from the Southwest up into Algeria to the 
Northwest near the Mediterranean Sea.  The High Atlas Mountains feature 
snow-capped mountains that feed valleys for Morocco’s agricultural 
lands.  The middle area of the Atlas Mountains is also called the Moyen 
Atlas.  To the northeast, the Tellian Atlas stretches into Algeria. 

Tunisia includes the lands of the ancient city of Carthage and features 
agricultural areas in its north.  The vast area of Libya includes the large 
Libyan Desert, but also has the coastal hills and valleys of Cyrenaica, 
along the Mediterranean coast.  Agriculture and settlements were 
established in this region during both the Greek expansion and Roman 
Empire.  

In the upper part of the Nile Valley, the Nile River flows through the Sudan, 
an area that has very limited rainfall.  On the east bank of the Nile there 
are narrow strips of land with arable or cultivable land for growing crops.  
The western side of the Nile is flat, and agriculture is only possible by the 
use of irrigation. Khartoum is the capital, positioned in Nile River Valley 
where the two rivers known as the Blue Nile from Ethiopia and the White 
Nile from Uganda join then flow upward into Egypt. 

In 2011 Southern Sudan became an independent state. Southern Sudan is 
land of mixed agriculture and pasturing animals with villages, nomadic 
encampments, and small market towns.  

The Nile Valley and its fan-shaped delta region in Egypt are rich 
agricultural areas dependent upon the Nile. In the 1960s, a major dam 
was built at Aswan that created Lake Nasser.  A new dam is now being 
constructed further up the Nile River in Ethiopia. 

The cities of Fez and Marrakesh in Morocco have mosques and colleges 
which are examples of elegance and design.  Another important early 
city was Kairouan, (also spelled as Qayrawan) in Tunisia.  It was the first 
administrative capital of the region as Islam expanded westward along 
the coasts and mountains of Algeria and eventually reached Morocco 

 ؊
Lesson Text
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 ؊
Lesson Text

and Andalusia in Spain.  Libya has two major regions that border the 
Mediterranean Sea:  western Libya (Tripolitania) and eastern Libya, 
known as Cyrenaica, located above the Libyan plateau. 

All the cities of North Africa are located on or near the coasts that connect 
it to the Mediterranean Sea or Atlantic Ocean.  The reason is the vast 
Sahara, the largest desert in the world, stretches all the way across from 
the Atlantic Ocean to Nile Valley in the east. 

Although the desert is vast and inhospitable, nomads and traders used 
caravan routes to trade. These trade routes connected the important 
lands and Muslim settled areas of Mali and the important cities of 
Djenné, and Timbuktu.  These cities were famous centres of learning and 
commercial trade in salt, gold and other commodities with the North 
African coastal cities. The cities to the south of the Sahara were built on 
the great Niger River in an area called the Sahel, a seasonal grasslands 
area that allows grazing of animals and agriculture along the shores of 
the river.  

North Africa has buildings and monuments  
that reflect is history and geography.

Monument or Landmark Description

Kairouan, Tunisia:   
The Great Mosque of 
Kairouan was built in 
the early 8th century.  
Kairouan was the 
capital city of the new 
Islamic empire as it 
expanded across 
North Africa toward 
Andalusia.
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Monument or Landmark Description

Fez, Morocco:  The 
Mosque of al-
Qarawiyyin, near the 
Suq al-'Attarin, or 
Spice Market, is one 
of the world's oldest 
universities, and the 
largest mosque in Africa. 
It was first established 
in 847 CE, as a private 
mosque, with funds by a 
wealthy woman named 
Fatima al-Fahri.  

Algiers, Algeria:

A major port city and 
capital city of Algeria.

Tunis, capital city of 
Tunisia:

The Al-Zaytuna 
Mosque and university 
is another of the 
oldest universities 
in the world.  The 
great Muslim scholar 
and historian, Ibn 
Khaldun, attended this 
university. 

 ؊
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Monument or Landmark Description

Tripoli, capital city of 
Libya:

Tripoli has a blend of 
architectural styles and 
ancient civilizations.

Leptis Magna, Libya:

There are ruins of the 
ancient Roman city.

Khartoum, capital city 
of Sudan:  

Khartoum is located on 
the convergence point 
of the White Nile and 
Blue Nile Rivers. 

Timbuktu, Capital 
city of Mali:

Mali was once a 
wealthy kingdom.

 ؊
Lesson Text
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COLONIALISM AND INDEPENDENCE  
IN NORTH AFRICA

After a long and distinguished history of Islamic dynasties and civilization 
that led to the building of the cities we looked at above, North Africa 
was invaded and occupied by French and Italian colonization in various 
periods from the 19th century up until 1962. In 1830, the French invaded and 
colonised Algeria, and then Tunisia in 1888, and Morocco in 1911.  Italy also 
invaded and colonised Libya until the end of World War II in 1945. 

French and British colonization of Northern and Western Africa led to the 
delayed independence of other states shown on the map below, including 
Mali, Niger, Chad, the Sudan and Egypt.  The last country to receive its full 
independence was Algeria.  Algerian people resisted and fought against 
the first invasion of the 1830s and fought a long war for independence 
that lasted from around 1956 to 1962.  

International  D
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Shīrāz
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Al Jīzah
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Tobruk
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San
Juan
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Cayenne

Nuuk
(Godthåb)

Qeqertarsuaq
(Godthavn)

Tórshavn

Stanley

Papeete

Avarua

Hagåtña

Colonia

Saipan

Las Palmas

Ponta Delgada

Funchal

Trondheim

Bergen

Gdańsk

Göteborg

Oulu

Krasnodar

Diyarbakır

Dikson

Vorkuta

Pechora

Verkhoyansk

Oymyakon

Okhotsk

Surgut

Bratsk

Ulan-Ude

Qiqihar

Blagoveshchensk

Xining
Hotan

Jiayuguan

Yinchuan

Wuhai

Guilin

Hami

Erdenet

Thessaloníki

Ghardaia

Tamanrasset

Sabhā

Luxor

Dongola

Gonder

Wau

Malakal

Abéché
Zinder

Sokoto

Enugu

N'Délé

Maroua

Djenné

Atar

Port
Gentil

Bumba

Obo

Kikwit
Matadi

Menongue

Huambo

Grootfontein

Nacala

Bhubaneshwar

Bhilāi 

Iloilo

Townsville

Naujaat

Arctic Bay

NainFort Severn

Thunder Bay

Regina

Yellowknife

Fort Good Hope

Prudhoe Bay

Valdez

Seward

Prince Rupert

Bethel

Cold BayUnalaska

Kodiak

Pierre
Rapid
City

Bismarck

Cheyenne

Helena

Boise

Santa Fe

Omaha
Des
Moines

Memphis

Jackson

Charlottetown

Tampico
Mazatlán

Tuxtla
Gutiérrez

Boa Vista
La Esmeralda

Macapá

Santarém

Cruzeiro do Sul

Leticia

Vilhena

Ji-Paraná

Marabá

Feira de Santana

Ica

Riberalta

Tacna

Iquique

Posadas

Valdivia

Río
Gallegos

Tromsø

Tarakan

Dawson City

Fort Yukon

Savannah
Charleston

Augusta

Santiago de Cuba
Guantanamo Bay

San Carlos
de Bariloche

Antsiranana

Toliara

Tôlanaro

Mananjary

Farafangana

Bandar 'Abbās

Suez

Tabūk

Al ‘Aqabah

Sochi
Groznyy

Smolensk

Sundsvall
Vaasa

Constanța

Lüderitz

Khatanga

Ternate

Dunedin

Rockhampton

Bundaberg

Mackay
Mount Isa

Dubbo

Kalgoorlie

Bendigo

Broome

Albany

Geraldton

Windorah

Broken Hill

Mt. Hagen

Kokopo

George Town
(Penang)Banda Aceh

Dalandzadgad

Mazār-e Sharīf

Aqtōbe

Nukus

Qyzylorda

Türkmenbaşy

Albuquerque

Spokane
Victoria

Al Jawf

Moundou
Sarh

Nouadhibou

Kayes

Malanje

Livingstone

Upington

Worcester

Fianarantsoa

Mahajanga
Maroantsetra

Toamasina

Tete

Chipata

East London

Arusha

El Obeid

Tahoua

Gao

’Ayoûn el
’Atroûs

Assab

Jodhpur

Hubli

Mangalore

Ankang

Dunhuang

Golmud

Yining

Shache

Abakan

Pavlodar

Öskemen

Kota Allahābād

Siem Reap

Gorontalo

Bima

Armidale

Orange

Devonport

Katherine

Karratha

Busselton Whyalla

Hamilton
Rotorua 

Napier

Nelson

Dal’negorsk

Jiamusi
Ulanhot

Huludao

Choybalsan

Rudnyy

Taraz

Mary

Buxoro
(Bukhara)

Kirov

Kotlas

Ryazan'

PenzaBryansk

Pskov

Zhytomyr

Brest

Stavropol'

Le Havre

Luleå

TampereNarsarsuaq

Sisimiut

Upernavik

Kuujjuarapik

Ivujivik

Labrador City

Sydney

Sept-Îles

Timmins

North Bay

Hearst

Sault Ste. Marie

Fort Smith

Fort
St. John Peace River

Kugluktuk

Chester�eld
Inlet

Cambridge
Bay Taloyoak

Igloolik

Wilmington

Raleigh

Charleston

Montgomery

Freeport

Casper

Billings

Idaho
Falls

Fargo

Sioux Falls

Missoula

Flagsta�

Tucson

Reno

Santa Barbara

Bakers�eld

Fresno

Eureka

Eugene

Richmond

Burlington

Syracuse

Shreveport

Baton
Rouge

Nogales

La Paz

Cabo San Lucas

LaredoNuevo Laredo

Campeche

Hermosillo

Mérida

Pasto

Cuenca

Piura

Chimbote

Huancayo

Rio Branco

Trinidad

Tarija

Potosí

Calama

Corumbá

Cuiabá

Barreiras

Formosa

Copiapó

La Serena

Ribeirão Preto

Salta

Petrolina

Vitória da
Conquista

Montes Claros

Puerto Ayacucho
Manizales

David

Puerto Limón

Blue�elds

Liberia

Pelotas

Neuquén

Puerto
Madryn

Coihaique

Los Ángeles

Tulsa Knoxville

Elko

Olympia

Amarillo

Lubbock
Ft. Worth

Waco

Kaédi

Maiduguri

Parakou

Kankan

Meru

Kalemie

Mbandaka

Kananga

Goma

Kasongo

Pemba

Serowe

Xai-Xai

Inhambane

Welkom

Springbok

Lubango

Bahir Dar

Nal'chik

Kyzyl

Novokuznetsk

Kemerovo

Ust’-Ilimsk

Altay
Bei’an

Chifeng

Jixi

Bukachacha

Zhigansk

Aldan

Lensk

Shinkushirochō

Okha

Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk

Chokurdakh

Suzhou

Nanyang

Shaoguan

Xichang

Baoshan

Gejiu

Wenzhou

Yueyang

Zhangye
Yulin

Wuwei

Houma
Linyi

Kolhāpur

Rājkot

Jammu

Kotzebue
Inuvik

Akureyri

Port Blair

Longreach

Bourke

Queenstown

Hilo

Hargeysa

Garoowe

Varna

Trabzon

Moosonee

Bir Lehlú

Ja�na

Bloemfontein

Nouméa

Yangon
(Rangoon)

Saint-Denis

Loja

VeracruzVeracruz

Cottica

Mitú

Arica

Eirunepé
Manicoré

Itaituba

Juazeiro do Norte

Cáceres

Bauru

Salto

San Salvador
de Jujuy

Río Cuarto

La Rioja

Santa Rosa

Puerto
Deseado

Viedma

Esquel

El Calafate

Corrientes

Villarica

Paraná

Foz do Iguaçu

Dourados

Rondonópolis
Pôrto Seguro

Itabuna

Campina
Grande

Parnaíba

Palmas

Araguaína

Pucallpa

Coari

Chincha Alta

CajamarcaChiclayo

Juliaca

Machala

Manta

Sogamoso

Bucaramanga

Barinas
Ciudad
Bolívar

El Tigre

Barcelona

Calabozo

San Pedro
Sula

Villahermosa
Chetumal

Colima

Tepic

Ciudad Obregón

Chilpancingo

Los Mochis

Culiacán

Durango

Monclova

Saltillo

Ciudad Victoria

South
Bend

Tallahassee

Santa ClaraPinar del Río

Tmassah

Mthatha

Francistown

Kimberley

Polokwane

NampulaMongu

Dilolo

Garoua

Bamenda

Ngaoundéré

Bambari

Arua
Gulu

Lodwar

Kapoeta

Wajir
Bunia

Bondo

Butembo

Kigoma

Tshikapa

Tabora

Iringa

Shinyanga

Musoma

Mbeya

Mpika

Kasama

Mwanza

Tanga

Songea

Kisumu

Berbera

Kismaayo

Baidoa

Āwasa

Ed Damazin

El Fasher

Ed Damer

An Nuhūd

Fada
Faya

Agadez

Sikasso
Bobo-
Dioulasso

Ouahigouya

Tamale

Port Harcourt

Benin
City

Bauchi

Ilorin

Mubi

Man

Divo

Korhogo

N’Zérékoré

Kindia

Rosso

Saint-Louis

Fdérik 

Agadir

Tangier
Oujda-Angad

Laghouat

Jijel

Ouargla
Béchar

Sfax

Sousse

Mişrātah

Ajdābiyā 

Ghāt

Asyut Hurghada

Reims

Alicante

A Coruña

Zaragoza

Nantes

Valladolid

Brest

Aberdeen

Southampton

Florence

Ajaccio

Cagliari

Lublin

Szczecin

Kaliningrad

Stavanger

Malmö

Aalborg

Cluj-Napoca

Daugavpils

Kiruna

Hammerfest

Pátra

Balıkesir

Samsun

Van

Antalya

Aydın

Irákleio Kirkuk

An Nāşirīyah

Homs

Hā’il

Al Mukallā

Yanbu‘ al Bahr

Hafar al Bāţin

Ibb

Najran
Abhā

Al Hudaydah

Şalālah

Bīrjand

Bandar-e Būshehr

Kerman

Rasht

Samarqand

Angren

Türkmenabat

Namangan

Termiz

Zaysan

Semey

Larkana

Kandy

Lillehammer

Shimoga

Kollam

Bīkaner
Dibrugarh

Vadodara

Kohima

Nashik

Gulbarga

Nellore

Guwāhāti

Pyay

Ye
Dawei

Myeik

Phuket

Khon Kaen

Songkhla

Kanchanaburi

Chiang
Rai
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Cà Mau

Champasak

Nha Trang
Đà Lạt
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Severo-Kuril’sk

Vyazemskiy

Sovetskaya Gavan’

Chumikan
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Tynda

Noginsk
Tura
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Mt. Sinai
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Aoraki / Mt. Cook
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4307

4550

5642

5609

1894 

2285
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Honshū

Sulawesi
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North
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Mindanao
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Island of
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Hainan
Island

Hokkaidō

Shikoku
Kyushū

Timor
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Halmahera

Sicily

Canary Islands

Tasmania

Galapagos
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Sardinia
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G a m b i e r  I s l a n d s

Franz Josef Land

Novaya Zemlya
(New Land)Banks

Island

Novosibirskiye Ostrova
(New Siberian Islands)

Severnaya Zemlya
(Northern Land)

So c i e t y   I s .

Gough Island

Chagos
Archipelago

Ball’s Pyramid

Pitcairn I.

Henderson I. Ducie I.

Sable I.

São Miguel

Flores
Terceira Ibiza

Mallorca

Tenerife

Andros I.

Juan da
Nova I.

Glorioso Is.

Aldabra Is.

Zanzibar I.

Pemba I.

Ma�a I.

Agaléga

Rodrigues

Mahé I.

Tromelin I.

Bassas da India

Europa I.

Phoenix
Islands

Northeast Land

Edge I.

Kolguyev I.

Bear  I.

Bolshevik I.

Yamal
Peninsula

Gyda
Peninsula

Kola
Peninsula

Shetland Is.

Orkney Is.

Outer
Hebrides Gotland

Lofoten Is.

Channel Is.

Tristan da Cunha

Revillagigedo  Is.

Guadalupe I.

Prince
Charles I.

King
William I.

Ellef Ringnes I.
Prince Patrick I.

Madeira  Is.

Pelopónnisos

Commander
Islands

Minamitori Shima
(Marcus I.)

Bali

Talaud
Is.

Madura

Sumba

Ceram

Morotai

Natuna
Besar

Aru
Islands

Tanimbar
Islands

Kangaroo I.

Flinders I.

Stewart I.

New Britain

New Ireland

New Hanover

Bougainville

Manus

Espiritu
Santo

Santa
Isabel

Santa Cruz
Islands

Viti Levu

Vanua Levu

Spratly
Islands

Nicobar
Islands

Paracel
Islands

Andaman
Islands Socotra

Maşīrah

Lakshadweep

Diego Garcia
Ascension Island

Saint Peter and
Saint Paul Archipelago

Fernando de
Noronha Islands

Crete

Lord Howe Island

Campbell I.

Macquarie
Island

Snares Is.

Auckland Is.

Bounty Is.

Antipodes Is.

Amsterdam Island

Saint Paul Island

Crozet Islands

Kerguelen Islands

Prince Edward
Islands

Martin VazTrindade

West
Falkland

East
Falkland

Chiloé Island

Chonos
Archipelago

Queen  Adelaide
Archipelago

South Orkney
Islands

Adelaide I.

Charcot I.

Thurston I.
Siple I.

Roosevelt I.

Anvers I.

Elephant I.

Staten I.

King George I.

James Ross I.

Berkner
Island

Alexander
Island

San  Ambrosio  I.
Easter Island

(Rapa Nui)

Juan  Fernández
Islands

Salas y Gómez I. San  Félíx  I.

Rapa

Tubai

Rurutu
Moruroa

Tahiti Hao

Pukapuka

Rangiroa

Rarotonga

Savai‘i

Hawai‘i

Kaua‘i
O‘ahu

Maui

Tongatapu

Vava‘u

Caroline I.

Lau
Group

Niue

Nukunonu

Aitutaki

Malpelo Island

Cocos Island

Great Abaco I.

Great Inagua I.

Eleuthera I.
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Chatham Islands

Kermadec Islands

Nunivak
Island

Kodiak
Island

Pribilof
Islands

St. Lawrence
Island

Vancouver
Island

Haida Gwaii
(Queen Charlotte 

Islands)

Alexander
Archipelago

Kiritimati
(Christmas Island)

Tabuaeran
(Fanning Island)

Kwajalein

Guadacanal

San
Cristobal

Choiseul

Malaita

Anatom

Isle of Pines

Chester�eld
Is.

Nanumea

Tabiteuea

Aranuka

Butaritari

Tanna Kadavu

Ono-i-Lau

Malakula

Éfaté

Vanua Lava

Rennell

Bikini

Ebon
KosraeMortlock Is.

Bikar
RongelapEniwetok

Pohnpei
Chuuk

Lamotrek

Magur Is.
Yap

Ngulu

Ulithi

Daito Is.

Amami

Izu
Islands

Batan
Islands

Iwo To (Iwo Jima)

Kapingamarangi

Louisiade
Archipelago

Anticosti I.

Cape
Breton I.

Kotelny I. New Siberia I.
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Fatu Hiva

Hiva Oa

Nuku Hiva

Raroia
Fakarava

Mangareva

Tematagi

Bora Bora
Raiatea

Rakahanga

Suwarrow

ManihikiPukapuka

Starbuck

Palmerston

Malden

Flint

Simeulue

Nias

Siberut

South Pagai

Okinawa

Ungava
Peninsula

Alaska
Peninsula

Tierra
del Fuego

Nordkapp

Cape Horn

Wrangel 
Island

Santo Antão

Santiago

Boa
Vista

Balearic Is.

South
Georgia

South
Sandwich
Islands 

Melville I.

Axel Heiberg I.

Devon I.
Prince of
Wales I.

Southampton
I.

Somerset
I.

Sumbawa

Bangka

Belitung

FloresLo
mbok

Palawan

Samar
Panay

Negros

Bioko

Marquesas  Is.

S o u t h  S h e t l a n d  I s .

Balleny
Islands

Isthmus
of Kra

Valdés Peninsula

Rotuma

Niulakita

Rockall

Jeju I.

Rhodes

Corfu

Iturup
Kunashir
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Introducing the Equal Earth projection
The Equal Earth map projection shows continents and countries at their true sizes relative to
each other. Continents keep their familiar shapes and the rounded sides of the map suggest
the spherical form of the Earth. Straight parallels make it easier to compare how far north or
south places are from the equator.

The bounding lines around scattered island
groups are shown for clarity. They are
not actual maritime boundaries.
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Lesson 2 | Geography of North Africa 

Warm up: Brainstorm

Name three places you are familiar with when you think of North Africa. 

Place
What is distinctive about it?  What 

made you think of it first?

1 Sahara Desert

2 Atlas Mountains

3 Mediterranean Sea

Activity 2:  Use Your Creativity 

ߊ  The caravan routes across the Sahara were difficult and risky 
passages that required the help and guidance of nomads who 
knew the safest routes and where to find oases and water along 
the way.   Plan a route through the Sahara from Timbukutu on 
the Niger River to the Moroccan shores and another route to 
Cairo 

	ɪ Draw them on the map and explain why you may think that 
route is best. Hint:  look out for mountain passes and difficult 
areas of transit. 

Activity 3: Reflection 

ߊ  Read the description of famous sites or buildings. Which one 
would you most like to visit first?  Explain. 

	ɪ Students may reflect on the historic features and describe the 
qualities of design or historic importance of these landmarks. 

 
S̝elected 
Activity 
Answers
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S̝elected 
Activity 
Answers

Activity 4:  Matching 

Instructions: Fill-in in the capital city in the left column below and the 
name of its country on the right.

Rabat Cairo Algiers Benghazi Tunis 

Khartoum Niamey N’Djamena Nouakchott Niger

Libya Sudan Egypt Tunisia Algeria

Morocco Mauritania

C
A

P
IT

A
L 

C
IT

Y C
O

U
N

T
R

Y

Activity 5: Reflection 

Instructions: Write a reflection of about 25 words on how or why French, 
British or Italian colonialism in North Africa changed the political map of 
North Africa. 
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Lesson 2 | Geography of North Africa 

Activity 5: Reflection 

Instructions: Label the countries of Northern Africa. 

 

The countries or areas to label are the following:

1. Morocco (1956)

2. Algeria (1962)

3. Tunisia (1956)

4. Libya (1951)

5. Egypt (1922)

6. Sudan (1956)

7. Western Sahara ( 
Morocco)

8. Mauretania (1960)

9. Mali  (1960)

10. Niger (1960)

11. Chad  (1960) 

Activity 2 allows some reflection on historical landmarks that distinguish 
the geography of the region. 

Students may review names of capitals and countries  
– See Activity 4 and 6.

Students may explore the Equal Earth Physical and Political Maps in more 
detail 

Lesson 2: River, Seaways, and Canal Transportation
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LESSON 3: THE 
RISE OF THE 
OTTOMAN EMPIRE
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SOC.1.1.01.017	 Uses primary and secondary sources to research about a 
historical event

SOC.1.1.01.018	 Distinguishes between historical fact and historical 
interpretation

SOC.1.1.01.019	 Studies quantitative data to answer questions about a 
historical event or development

SOC.1.1.01.020	 Describes how groups tries to maintain their traditional 
cultures, identities and distinctiveness in the context of 
increasing globalization

SOC.1.1.02.019	 Examines historical resources and identifies bias, point of 
view, context, distortion

SOC.1.1.02.020	 Analyzes multiple interpretations of the same historical or 
current event

SOC.1.1.02.021	 Creates historical timelines and interprets the data 
presented in it

By the end of the lesson, students will 

  � explain the creation of the Ottoman Empire 

׭  Suleyman the Magnificent

׭  Sinan the Architect

׭  Suleymaniye Mosque and Complex, Constantinople

׭  Istanbul

׭  Ottoman Empire

׭  architecture

׭  bureaucracy

 
Sˏtudent 
Learning 
Outcomes 
(SLOs)

ی 
Lesson 
Objective 

 
K˒ey 
Vocabulary
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Lesson 3 | The Rise of the Ottoman Empire 

The website Ottomans.org is a useful reference 

theottomans.org

On Islamic architecture, Archnet has a valuable visual database of Islamic 
architecture of the Ottoman period. 

archnet.org

THE RISE AND EXPANSION OF THE OTTOMAN 
EMPIRE INTO ARAB LANDS

The Ottoman Empire was among the modern world’s most powerful 
empires. The Ottomans ruled much of the Middle East and large parts 
of North Africa from around 1453 to 1918. The Ottomans became rich 
from cultivation of cotton, a valuable commodity that allowed it to trade 
textiles and other goods to European and Mediterranean markets.  

 The Ottomans arose from a group of Central Asian Turkish speaking 
tribes.  In the late 11th century they began moving westward toward 
Anatolia in eastern Turkey.  By 1071, they were strong enough to defeat the 
Greek Christian army of the Byzantine Empire at the Battle of Manzikert 
near Lake Van.  The defeat of the Byzantine army allowed the Turkomans 
to settle into Anatolia for the next three centuries.  They expanded into 

 
Mˬaterials/
Resources/
Technology

 ؊
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the Balkan region of Eastern Europe and launched attacks against the 
Byzantine Empire.  

The Battle of Manzikert led to the domination of the Ottoman Turks in 
Anatolia and throughout what is today Turkey and parts of Eastern 
Europe.  In 1299, the Turkomans were organised as a new state with the 
name ‘Uthman’ from which the name Ottomans is derived.

In 1453, the Ottomans led a major assault against the city of 
Constantinople, overran its defences, and brought the Byzantine Empire 
to an end. After their conquest, the Ottomans renamed the city Istanbul, 
by which it is known today.  

By 1516, during the reign of Suleyman the Magnificent, the Ottomans 
began extending their armies into Syria, the Balkans, Iraq, and later into 
Egypt.  The conquests required the new Ottoman Empire to create an 
administration that could manage the Arab lands and Arabic speaking 
territories to their south and west, as well as the South eastern European 
territories of the Balkans.  

MANAGING THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE

The Ottomans sent their armies into Syria, the Balkans, Iraq and later into 
Egypt.  These conquests required an administration that could manage 
the Arab lands to their south and west, and the south-eastern European 
territories of the Balkans.  

The Ottomans settled troops from their armies in these new provinces 
where many became administrators.  They were encouraged to marry 
local women.  This created family ties and an administrative bureaucracy 
that linked these new regions into the centralised rule from the capital of 
Istanbul.  

The Ottomans managed the new territories as distant provinces with 
local officials called Beys.  They created an elite military corps known as 
the Janissaries, made up of young men who were forced to serve in the 
military. Janissaries were allowed to use muskets and new firearms.  This is 
often referred to as the era of Gunpowder Empires.

The expansion required military organization of an army and a navy.  The 

 ؊
Lesson Text
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Lesson 3 | The Rise of the Ottoman Empire 

Ottoman Empire soon engaged in battles and campaigns against the 
Europeans and other Empires.  When the Portuguese fleets arrived in the 
Indian Ocean they attacked and raided the coasts of the Arabian Gulf 
and Arabian Peninsula. The Ottomans later counterattacked in the 1550s.  

THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE AND RIVALRY WITH 
EUROPE IN THE 16TH CENTURY

By 1529, less than a century after the conquest of Constantinople in 
1453, the Ottoman army reached the outskirts of Vienna. They began a 
long military siege to try to take over the city.  Although the Ottomans 
abandoned the siege, their presence in Austria demonstrated their power 
and determination to expand. 

The map shows the large territorial expansion of the Ottomans in the 16th 
century along with the major European explorations of around the same 
time.  The Ottoman Empire occupied lands that were all joined over land. 
This differed from the Western European countries for instance, the British 
Empire, the Portuguese, Dutch and Spanish Empires, who founded their 
empires as using the sea.

Lesson 3: Indigenous People of North America

 ؊
Lesson Text

DD

Map of Ottoman Empire (in green) and European sea-based exploration 
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Activity 5: Draw Conclusions

Instructions: Answer the question.

What is different about the way the Europeans expanded and the way 
the Ottomans expanded?

SOC.1.1.01.017	 Lessons 1 – 5 feature reflection on historical facts and 
sources

SOC.1.1.01.018	 Lessons 1 – 5 feature reflection on historical facts and 
sources

SOC.1.1.01.019	 Lessons 1 – 5 feature reflection on historical facts and 
sources

SOC.1.1.01.020	 Lessons 1 – 5 feature reflection on historical facts and 
sources

SOC.1.1.02.019	 Lessons 1 – 5 feature reflection on historical facts and 
sources

SOC.1.1.02.020	 Lessons 1 – 5 feature reflection on historical facts and 
sources

SOC.1.1.02.021	 Lessons 1 – 5 feature reflection on historical facts and 
sources

Warm up:  

ߊ  What words or images come to ind when you think of the word 
empire?  List a few in the table.

Name of the Empire What do you recall about the empire?

Ottoman Empire Ruled from 15th century to about 1922

British Empire Global maritime based empire

 ؊
Lesson Text
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Lesson 3 | The Rise of the Ottoman Empire 

Name of the Empire What do you recall about the empire?

Roman Empire

Ancient empire that ruled the 
Mediterranean regions and much of 
Europe, large parts of Western Asia 
and North Africa

Activity 1: Interpret

ߊ  Instructions: Identify the darkest green areas that show where 
the Ottomans first established their power.  Then look at the 
lighter green areas to see where they extended their power 
and empire over time.  The map shows several centuries of the 
growth of the empire from the area Anatolia or what is known 
as Turkey today.  Discuss with a classmate.

Map of Ottoman Empire 

 
S̝elected 
Activity 
Answers
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Activity 2: Multiple Choice

Instructions: Based on the text and the map answer the multiple choice 
questions. Circle the correct letter.

1.  The Ottomans arose from the land areas surrounding which of the 
following major seas?  

	ɮ a. Caspian Sea 	ɮ b. Black Sea 	ɮ c. Red Sea

2.  In which year did the Ottomans defeat the Byzantine Empire and 
conquer Constantinople? 

	ɮ a. 1066 	ɮ b. 1453 	ɮ c. 1516

3.  After the conquest of Constantinople, what was the new name 
given to their capital city?  

	ɮ a. Manzikert 	ɮ b. Damascus 	ɮ c. Istanbul

Activity 3:  Interpret an Image

Examine the artist’s painting of how the Siege and Conquest of 
Constantinople by the Ottomans might have taken place in 1453. Answer 
the questions about what the painting illustrates.  (Circle the correct 
letter.)

1. What were the main tactics used in 1453 by the Ottomans in 
attacking Constantinople’s defensive walls?  

	ɮ a. ladders 	ɮ b. cannons 	ɮ c. cannons and 
ladders

Question 2:  Why did the Ottomans attack Constantinople? 

	ɮ a. to free Ottoman 
prisoners 

	ɮ b. to plunder the 
city and then leave 

	ɮ c. to capture the 
Byzantine Empire›s 
capital and to make 
it their own
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Lesson 3 | The Rise of the Ottoman Empire 

Activity 4:  Multiple Choice

Instructions: Answer the multiple choice questions based on text and 
map.  (Circle your choice.)

1. What were Janissaries?

	ɮ a. a police force 	ɮ b. local town judges 	ɮ c. soldiers in the 
Ottoman Army

2. What kind of administrative areas did the Ottomans divide the new 
territories they conquered into? 

	ɮ a.provinces 	ɮ b. counties 	ɮ c. new countries

Activity 5: Draw Conclusions

Instructions: Answer the question.

ߊ  What is different about the way the Europeans expanded and 
the way the Ottomans expanded?

	ɪ There are variable answers possible.

Lesson 5 offer reflective interpretations of the problem of empires

Lessons 2,3 and 4 offer review of facts and maps 

Students may explore the website 
http://www.theottomans.org/english/index.asp
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LESSON 4: 
SULEYMAN I AND 
OTTOMAN ISTANBUL
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SOC.1.1.01.017	 Uses primary and secondary sources to research about a 
historical event

SOC.1.1.01.018	 Distinguishes between historical fact and historical 
interpretation

SOC.1.1.01.019	 Studies quantitative data to answer questions about a 
historical event or development

SOC.1.1.01.020	 Describes how groups tries to maintain their traditional 
cultures, identities and distinctiveness in the context of 
increasing globalization

SOC.1.1.02.019	 Examines historical resources and identifies bias, point of 
view, context, distortion

SOC.1.1.02.020	 Analyzes multiple interpretations of the same historical or 
current event

SOC.1.1.02.021	 Creates historical timelines and interprets the data 
presented in it

 

By the end of the lesson, students will 

  � learn about the era of the Ottoman Sultan Suleyman I, also called 
Suleyman the Magnificent

 

׭  Suleyman

׭  Sinan the Architect

׭  Suleymaniye Mosque and Complex, Istanbul

׭  Ottoman Empire

׭  architecture

׭  bureaucracy 
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Lesson 4 | Suleyman I and Ottoman Istanbul
 

The website Ottomans.org is a useful reference 

http://www.theottomans.org/english/index.asp

theottomans.org

On Islamic architecture, Archnet has a valuable visual 
database of Islamic architecture of the Ottoman period. 

http://archnet.org/
timelines/48/period/
Ottoman/year/1339

 

SULTAN SULEYMAN I (RULED 1520-1566)

Suleyman I ruled for nearly half a century and left a legacy as the 
Ottoman Empire’s greatest ruler.  During his reign, the empire expanded 
its territories and established many new institutions, courts, colleges, 
and hospitals.  He expanded his territory through his naval and army 
conquests across the Mediterranean.  He was called the “lawgiver” 
(kanuni) because of the many laws that he decreed. 

His conquests included various islands in the Mediterranean and the 
seizure of lands in Eastern Europe and the Balkans.  His troops nearly 
conquered Vienna when the Austrian city on the Danube River was 
besieged unsuccessfully in 1529. During the 1530s and 1540s, he expanded 
his territories into the areas of Tripoli (Libya) and Algiers (Algeria).  In 1534, 
Iraq was taken back from the Safavid Empire.  This gave the Ottomans 
access into the Arabian Gulf where they established trade routes and 
engaged in naval battles with the Portuguese along the Indian coast.
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At his death in 1566, the Ottoman Empire was transformed into a major 
world power. His territories included Syria, Egypt and parts of Arabia. 

 THE SULEYMANIYE MOSQUE COMPLEX 

The Suleymaniye Complex, also called the Süleymaniye Külliyesi, is a 
multi-functional complex founded by Sultan Suleyman I in Istanbul. It is 
considered as one the greatest architectural designs by the architect 
Sinan.  

 The building was built between 1550 and 1559. It is a complex of multiple 
buildings that give insight into the Ottoman way of creating institutions 
for the public to gather for prayer, education, and medical care.  It was 
a kind of community centre that included four different schools of law, a 
medical school, public baths, a public kitchen, and a hospice or informal 
hotel for visitors and travellers.  

The building is located in Istanbul at a prominent central place on one 
of the highest points of the city. The space had open areas for a park-like 
layout with trees and places to gather outside under shade.  

 The large central dome is supported by flying buttresses that support its 
great height.  The mosque’s many domes can be seen from the courtyard. 
The design is similar to the designs and building of St. Peter’s Basilica in 
Rome, constructed at around the same time. 

  

Suleymaniye Mosque Complex 

 ؊
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Lesson 4 | Suleyman I and Ottoman Istanbul
 

SOC.1.1.01.017	 Lessons 1 – 5 feature reflection on historical facts and 
sources

SOC.1.1.01.018	 Lessons 1 – 5 feature reflection on historical facts and 
sources

SOC.1.1.01.019	 Lessons 1 – 5 feature reflection on historical facts and 
sources

SOC.1.1.01.020	 Lessons 1 – 5 feature reflection on historical facts and 
sources

SOC.1.1.02.019	 Lessons 1 – 5 feature reflection on historical facts and 
sources

SOC.1.1.02.020	 Lessons 1 – 5 feature reflection on historical facts and 
sources

SOC.1.1.02.021	 Lessons 1 – 5 feature reflection on historical facts and 
sources

Warm up: Discuss 

Instructions: List emperors or sultans you have learned about. Write a few 
words to tell what they were known for. 

Julius Caesar Roman Empire

Suleyman Ottoman Emperor

Napoleon French Emperor

Augustus Caesar Roman Emperor

Ashoka Emperor of  
Gupta India

EM
P

ER
O

R

FA
M

O
U

S FO
R
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S̝elected 
Activity 
Answers

Activity 1:  Concept Check

Instructions: Answer the questions about the life of Sultan Suleyman I

1. What was the nickname given to Sultan Suleyman I during his reign 
from 1520 to 1566?

	ɮ a. the lawgiver 	ɮ b. the conquerer 	ɮ c. the Fantastic 

2.  The Acquisitions of the Ottoman Empire included which of the 
following lands? 

	ɮ a. India 	ɮ b. Portugal 	ɮ c. Iraq

Activity 2: Map Review

Instructions: Use the map to answer the questions. 

Arabian Gulf

1. What happened in the years 1520 to 1566?

	ɮ a. the Ottoman 
Empire became 
smaller

	ɮ b. Portugese 
invaded Ottoman 
land

	ɮ c. land was 
acquired during 
reign of Suleyman I
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Lesson 4 | Suleyman I and Ottoman Istanbul
 

2. The Acquisitions of the Ottoman Empire reached very close to which 
major city in Europe? 

	ɮ a. Vienna 	ɮ b. Tabriz 	ɮ c. Algiers

 
S̝elected 
Activity 
Answers

Activity 3: Compare Images

Instructions: Compare two buildings of the 16th century:  Suleymaniye 
Mosque in Istanbul and St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. Write notes about 
how these two structures are similar and different. 

Suleymaniye Mosque and Kulliyese Complex in Istanbul.  Built in 1550-1559 and designed by 
the Ottoman Architect Mimar Sinan.

	ɪ Large building complex indicates large institutional 
organization with multiple functions, including religious, 
instruction, community functions
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S̝elected 
Activity 
Answers

St. Peter’s Basilica and Vatican City Complex, Rome.  Built from 1506 – 1626 and designed by 
the European architects Michelangelo, Bramante, Bernini and others.

	ɪ Large building complex indicates large institutional 
organization with multiple functions, including religious, 
instruction, community functions

Activity 4: Learning from Images

Instructions: Examine other structures designed by Mimar Sinan and his 
student, Mehmed Agha.  What were they used for? What features can you 
see?
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S̝elected 
Activity 
Answers

	ɪ There are variable answers possible.

Activity 5: 

ߊ  Compare the Ottoman structures with buildings from 
the European Renaissance.  Did the Ottoman Empire 
have structures similar to the structures of the European 
Renaissance? Should the term Renaissance be expanded 
to include non-European Countries?  Give your answer and 
reasons in about 50 to 75 words. 

	ɪ Students should be able to see comparative achievements of 
the Ottoman Empire

	ɪ in the scale and sophistication of these large mosques and 
institutions that were the

	ɪ the equal of any European Renaissance building

Activity 6:  Fill the Gaps

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with the words from the box

Istanbul Constantinople Sinan

Suleyman I Empire provinces

Suleymaniye Complex Black Sea

Lesson 4: Colonial North America



 !
Extension  
Opportunities
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The Ottoman ________ Empire________  arose in the 14th century and 

consolidated power around the ______ Empire Sea ________.  In 1453 the 

Ottomans conquered _________ Constantinople ________, the capital city 

of the Byzantine Empire.  The Ottomans renamed it _____ Istanbul ______. 

One of its longest ruling sultans was ________ Suleymane I __________, who 

was known as the lawgiver.  During his rule the Ottomans acquired 

new territories of land called ______ provinces _________.  One of the new 

institutions built was the _________ Suleymaniye Complex ________ designed by 

the famous Ottoman architect ____ Sinan ______. 

Moral Education Activity:  Public Health and Planning 

Instructions: Discuss and write a reflection of 25 to 50 words on the 
importance of providing good public health care.  Choose an example 
from the lesson:  for example, public baths, hospitals, community 
services, or another.

	ɪ The importance of public health policy may be noted in the 
coordinated construction of hospitals, public baths and centers 
for public or community gathering and for education

Lesson 5 and the Moral Education Activity offer reflective interpretations 
of the problem of empires and of public health policy and planning 

Lessons 2,3 and 4 offer review of facts and maps 

Students may explore the website http://www.theottomans.org/english/
index.asp

 
S̝elected 
Activity 
Answers

 ы
Remedial 
Opportunities

 
F̠ormative 
Assessment 
Opportunities
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LESSON 5: 
MIDTERM 
REVIEW





Activity 1: Map Activity

Instructions: On the blank map, fill in the names of the countries shown with white border 
outlines. 
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Activity 2:  Identify Countries

Instructions: Label the countries of Northern Africaa
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Activity 3:  Matching

Instructions: Fill in blanks with the name of capital cities for the countries of Northern 
Africa or the Middle East.

Beirut Baghdad Algiers Khartoum Damascus

Ankara Tripoli Tunis Rabat Algiers

Activity 4:  Review Questions – Multiple Choice

Instructions: Chose the best answer.

1. What was the nickname given to Suleyman during his reign from 1520 to 1566?

	ɮ a. the lawgiver 	ɮ b. the conquerer 	ɮ c. the Fantastic 

2.  The Acquisitions of the Ottoman Empire included which of the following lands? 

	ɮ a. India 	ɮ b. Portugal 	ɮ c. Iraq

3. The Acquisitions of the Ottoman Empire reached very close to which major city in 
Europe? 

	ɮ a. Vienna 	ɮ b. Tabriz 	ɮ c. Algiers

Ankara Turkey

Baghdad Iraq

Rabat Morocco

Damascus Syria

Beirut Lebanon

Algiers Algeria

Amman Jordan

Tunis Tunisia

Tripoli Libya

Khartoum Sudan
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Activity 5:  Reflection

Instructions: Write a short answer on whether you think the Ottoman Empire contributed 
to a Renaissance culture that was found in Europe at the same time.  Write 40 to 50 words. 

	ɪ Students should be able to see comparative achievements of the Ottoman 
Empire

	ɪ in the scale and sophistication of these large mosques and institutions that were 
the

	ɪ the equal of any European Renaissance building

Activity 6: Gap Fill

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with the words from the box

Istanbul Constantinople Sinan Suleyman I
Empire provinces Black Sea Suleymaniye Complex

The Ottoman _____ Empire ______  arose in the 14th century and 

consolidated power around the ____ Black Sea _____.  In 1453 the 

Ottomans conquered _____ Constantinople _____, the capital city of the 

Byzantine Empire.  The Ottomans renamed it ____ Istanbul ____. One 

of its longest ruling sultans was ________ Suleymane I __________, who 

was known as the lawgiver.  During his rule the Ottomans acquired 

new territories of land called _______ provinces ________.  One of the 

new institutions built was the ________ Suleymaniye Complex _________ 

designed by the famous Ottoman architect _____ Sinan _____. 
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LESSON 6: THE 
LATTER OTTOMAN 
EMPIRE THROUGH 
WORLD WAR I
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SOC.1.1.01.017	 Uses primary and secondary sources to research about a 
historical event

SOC.1.1.01.018	 Distinguishes between historical fact and historical 
interpretation

SOC.1.1.01.019	 Studies quantitative data to answer questions about a 
historical event or development

SOC.1.1.01.020	 Describes how groups tries to maintain their traditional 
cultures, identities and distinctiveness in the context of 
increasing globalization

SOC.1.1.02.019	 Examines historical resources and identifies bias, point of 
view, context, distortion

SOC.1.1.02.020	 Analyzes multiple interpretations of the same historical or 
current event

SOC.1.1.02.021	 Creates historical timelines and interprets the data 
presented in it

SOC.2.1.01.025	 Writes argumentative essays on various social studies 
topics citing references

SOC.2.1.02.020	Frames questions that can be answered by historical 
study or research

SOC.2.1.02.022	 Assesses credibility of primary and secondary sources 
and draws conclusions

SOC.2.1.02.023	 Cites specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
primary and secondary sources, noting evidentiary 
limitations

SOC.2.1.02.024	 Interprets and analyses maps, charts, to support 
conclusions on social studies issues

 
Sˏtudent 
Learning 
Outcomes 
(SLOs)
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By the end of the lesson, students will 

  � understand the development of the later Ottoman Empire

  � explain the impact of World War I on the Middle East

׭  Ottoman Empire

׭  Tanzimat Reforms

׭  the Nahda or Renaissance Movement in the Arab 19th Century

׭  World War I

׭  Gallipoli

׭  French and British Mandates

The Fordham University Sourcebook on World War I is recommended

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook38.asp

MAPPING THE AREA OF WORLD WAR I

World War I also known as the First World War lasted from 1914 to 1918.  
As many as 15 million soldiers and civilians died during the war or in 
its immediate aftermath.  The powers were divided into two different 
alliances (the Triple Alliance shown in green, and the Triple Entente 
(shown in yellow).  The Ottoman Empire shown in blue was another major 
area of conflict and was attacked by the forces of the British Empire and 
the Triple Entent.

ی 
Lesson 
Objective 

 
K˒ey 
Vocabulary

 ؊
Lesson Text

 
Mˬaterials/
Resources/
Technology
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THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE FROM 1800 TO 1914

By the 19th century, the Ottoman Empire had gone through five hundred 
years of administrative and bureaucratic development of its various 
provinces.  Following the industrial revolution in the late 18th century, the 
Ottomans sought to compete and adapt to new systems of technological 
power, education and military organization.   One of the ways to 
modernise was to issue a plan of reorganisation. 

In 1839, the Edict of Gulhane was pronounced to introduce the Tanzimat, 
a governmental plan for reorganisation of the empire.  A series of new 
technical colleges were created to teach industrial skills, mathematics, 
science and military skills.  These reform lasted until 1876.  These reforms 
came into conflict with large groups of organised artisans who made 
various wares and goods in guilds. The guilds were often family-led 
businesses that passed on traditional ways of manufacturing clothes or 
the making of other products from generation to generation.  

Many of the outstanding scholars and reformers to emerge during the 

 ؊
Lesson Text
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Tanzimat period, were Arab scholars.  Principal among these was the 
Egyptian scholar Rifa’at at-Tahtawi, who had been sent to Paris in the 
1820 to lead a group of Egyptian students in their studies at France’s best 
schools, including the Sorbonne University in Paris.  When at-Tahtawi 
returned to Egypt, he was appointed by Egypt’s ruler, Muhammad Ali, the 
Ottoman Empire’s local ruler, to reform education.  At-Tahtawi promoted 
the creation of a national system of free public education in Egypt and 
Sudan, including schools for girls. This idea was introduced into Syria.

THE NAHDA OR RENAISSANCE OF  
THE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY

The 19th century was a period of literary and scholarly advancement in 
the Arab world. The rise of the publishing industry and press in Beirut, 
Lebanon and in Cairo, Egypt and in Tunis, Tunisia made these centres 
of print culture, as newspapers and literary journals arose.   Among 
the more famous was the Lebanese dramatist and poet, Khalil Gibran 
(1883–1931), and Ya›qub Sannu› (1839–1912).  In Egypt, ‹Ali Mubarak 
(c. 1823–93) produced a 20-volume survey of the towns, villages and 
streets of its major cities, in which he wrote a cultural history of modern 
Egypt.  There are examples of women writers, singers and actresses 
who rose to prominence and popularity in this period. 

In Turkey, the movement toward reform was encouraged by the 
Constitutional Movement of 1886. Later by a rebellion of prominent 
Turkish military officers and other leaders, in what was called the Young 
Turks Rebellion that lasted from 1908 – 1913.  This is known as the second 
constitutional movement, and led to the abdication of the last Ottoman 
Sultan in 1913.  

World War I broke out in Europe as a rivalry between the German and 
Austrian-Habsburg alliance known as the Central Powers, and the French, 
British and Russians, who formed an alliance against the Central Powers.  
The war lasted from 1914 to 1918 and caused millions of deaths and 
destruction of whole towns.  However, the effect on the Middle East was 
immediate, as Germany, Britain and France had interests in obtaining 
access to oil discoveries in Iraq.    

Because Ottoman Turkey decided to support Germany and the Central 

 ؊
Lesson Text
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Powers, this made them the target of attacks on their territory by British 
and allied forces.  These forces included troops from the British Empire, 
including India, Australia and New Zealand.  The Ottomans lost their 
control of the Hejaz in Arabia and Palestine to British attacks. However, 
the Ottoman Turkish forces won a major victory on its shores at Gallipoli 
when it defeated a major invasion force of British and allied forces.

Another consequence of World War I was the cost of the war on the 
populations of the Arab regions of Syria, Lebanon and Iraq.  Their men 
were forced into conscription to serve in the Ottoman Turkish forces 
to fight at Gallipoli and other places.  The war also caused major food 
shortages and famine in Syria and Lebanon, where many civilians died.   
Similarly, in North Africa, the French conscripted Moroccan and other 
North African troops to fight in the front lines in Europe against the 
Germans.  

During World War I, the Ottoman forces were reorganised as a Turkish 
army that controlled the territories of the Ottoman Empire.  Its most 
prominent military figure was Ataturk, who led the defeat of the British 
at Gallipoli on the Turkish coast, and who created the new Republic of 
Turkey in 1922.  Ataturk decided to move the capital away from Istanbul 
to the city of Ankara, where it is today. Ataturk made a controversial 
decision to replace Arabic script with Latin letters with letter markings to 
distinguish vowel sounds.

Activities 1 through 6 are incorporated in the following Learning 
Outcomes

  ɪ SOC.1.1.01.017	

  ɪ SOC.1.1.01.018	

  ɪ SOC.1.1.01.019	

  ɪ SOC.1.1.01.020	

  ɪ SOC.1.1.02.019	

  ɪ SOC.1.1.02.020	

  ɪ SOC.1.1.02.021	

  ɪ SOC.2.1.01.025	

  ɪ SOC.2.1.02.020	

  ɪ SOC.2.1.02.022	

  ɪ SOC.2.1.02.023	

  ɪ SOC.2.1.02.024	

 ؊
Lesson Text

 ё
Lesson 
Description 
with SLO 
Tags and 
Notes
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Warm up: Discussion

ߊ  The map shows areas affected in Europe and the Middle East by 
World War I. Discuss and fill in the names of three countries or 
areas of conflict shown on the map. Label the countries

	ɪ Variable Answers possible including: Russia, Ottoman Turkey, 
Austrian-Hungarian Empire, Germany, Italy, France, United 
Kingdom

Activity 1: Concept Check

Instructions: Choose the best answer.

1. The Tanzimat Reforms of the 19th century refer to which of the 
following?

	ɮ a. An Ottoman administrative department that designed a system of 
railroads around the Empire. 

	ɮ b. A series of  Ottoman laws to limit migration between the Ottoman 
provinces

	ɮ c. A vast system of Ottoman administrative reforms to modernise the 
Empire 

2. The Egyptian scholar and reformer, Rifa’at at-Tahtawi is best known 
for which of the following?  

	ɮ a.  He was a physician who studied medicine and science in Paris, France. 

	ɮ b. He was the military commander who led an attack of Egyptian forces 
against the Ottoman forces in the Arabian peninsula.

	ɮ c. A graduate of the Sorbonne University in Paris, he became an advocate for 
free public education for boys and girls 

 
S̝elected 
Activity 
Answers
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Activity 2:  Interpret Historical Photos

ߊ  Instructions: Describe life shown in the photographs taken 
during the First World War 1914-1918.

Photographic Evidence Description 

Occupation by foreign 
troops, horses used for 
transport, military

Military organization, 
standard uniforms

Railway transport

 
S̝elected 
Activity 
Answers
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Activity 3: Map Review

ߊ  Instructions: The map shows the division of the Ottoman-held 
territories of the Eastern Arab World after World War I.  With 
the defeat of the Turkish forces at the end of the war, the 
Arab region was divided into the new countries.  Answer the 
questions.

Palestine [British Mandate 
until 1948]

Iraq [British Mandate 
until 1930]

Lebanon [French  Mandate 
until 1943]

Syria [French  Mandate until 
1943]

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
[1932]

Republic of Turkey 
[1922]

Transjardon [British 
Mandate until 1946 when 
it became the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan]

Middle East 1919-1946

1. The French created a Mandate and took control of which two future 
Arab countries after 1919 and the conclusion of World War I?

	ɮ Iraq and Transjordan

	ɮ Syria and Lebanon

	ɮ Iraq and Syria

 
S̝elected 
Activity 
Answers
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2. The British created a Mandate and took control of which the following 
future Arab countries after 1919 and the conclusion of World War I?

	ɮ Iraq and Transjordan (Jordan)

	ɮ Syria and Lebanon

	ɮ Iraq and Syria

Activity 4: Concept Check

ߊ  Instructions: Answer these questions about reforms and cultural 
renaissance in modern Turkey and the Arab world  

1. The term Nahda most nearly means which of the following?

	ɮ revision

	ɮ renaissance or rebirth

	ɮ  a name for 

2. One of the advances of the 19th century was the development of free 
public schools in Egypt, Syria and Sudan. 

	ɮ true

	ɮ false

Activity 5: Reflection

Instructions: Why is free public education important as a promise of good 
civil societies? What do you think would happen if public education was 
expanded?  How many years of public education should be provided and 
why?  Write 50 to 75 words.

	ɪ Variable answers possible that should acknowledge the value 
of expanding education and free public schools for boys and 
girls – students may propose different solutions for how many 
years of education should be free or mandatory

 
S̝elected 
Activity 
Answers
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Activity 6: Multiple Choice

Instructions: Chose the best answer.

1. World War I led to the end of which empire and the creation of which new 
country in its place?

	ɮ  The end of the Ottoman Empire and creation of the Turkish Republic

	ɮ   The end of the Ottoman Empire and the creation of Iraq.

	ɮ  The end of the British Empire and the creation of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia

2. After World War I, which two European countries created Mandates or 
territories over which they retained political control?   

	ɮ revision

	ɮ renaissance or rebirth

	ɮ  a name for 

Activity 5 provides a reflective exercise on the advances in public 
education 

Activity 6 provides a review of the impact of World War I and its aftermath

Students may be encouraged to study online resources and watch 
documentaries on the history of this period.
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LESSON 7: MODERN 
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EAST AFTER WORLD 
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SOC.1.1.01.017	 Uses primary and secondary sources to research about a 
historical event

SOC.1.1.01.018	 Distinguishes between historical fact and historical 
interpretation

SOC.1.1.01.019	 Studies quantitative data to answer questions about a 
historical event or development

SOC.1.1.01.020	 Describes how groups tries to maintain their traditional 
cultures, identities and distinctiveness in the context of 
increasing globalization

SOC.1.1.02.019	 Examines historical resources and identifies bias, point of 
view, context, distortion

SOC.1.1.02.020	 Analyzes multiple interpretations of the same historical or 
current event

SOC.1.1.02.021	 Creates historical timelines and interprets the data 
presented in it

SOC.1.2.01.018	 Describes ways of preserving heritage in a country, and 
analyzes the importance of the constitution for people in 
a society

SOC.1.2.02.017	 Explains the role played by leaders in nation 
development

SOC.1.3.01.023	 Uses appropriate geographic tools to analyze and 
explain the distribution of physical and human 
characteristics of places

SOC.2.1.02.022	 Assesses credibility of primary and secondary sources 
and draws conclusions

SOC.2.1.02.023	 Cites specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
primary and secondary sources, noting evidentiary 
limitations

SOC.2.1.02.024	 Interprets and analyses maps, charts, to support 
conclusions on social studies issues
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Lesson 7 | Modern States in Middle East after World War I 
 

By the end of the lesson, students will 

  � understand how new Arab States were created after World War I 

׭  Ataturk

׭  Republic of Turkey

׭  French and British Mandates,

׭  Syria

׭  Jordan

׭  Iraq

׭  Lebanon

׭  Saudi Arabia

The Fordham University Internet Modern History Sourcebook is 
recommended

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/modsbook.asp

FROM THE MANDATES TO ARAB INDEPENDENT 
COUNTRIES

 The end of the war resulted in the breakup of the Ottoman Empire. At the 
Paris Peace Talks of 1919, the Ottoman lands of Syria, Palestine, Lebanon 
and Iraq were divided into mandates that were ruled by the French and 
British.

The French Mandate included Syria and Lebanon, while the British 
created mandates in Iraq, Palestine, Lebanon, and a new area called 
Transjordan.  The system of French and British Mandates led to demands 
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by Arabs for nationalist control and independence of their own countries.  
Only the British Mandate territory of Palestine was left unresolved after 
1946. Transjordan become the new Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, and 
Syria and Lebanon became fully independent in the same year. Palestine 
was not granted full independence by the British, and most Palestinian 
Arabs were forced from their homeland into exile in Jordan, Lebanon and 
elsewhere.  Wars in 1948 and 1967 forced more Palestinians into refugee 
status, on the West Bank and in Gaza. The status of Palestine remains 
today one of the last unresolved international political issues.

The first rulers of the new Arab states faced great challenges and 
opportunities.  King Faisal I was the son of Sherif Hussein of Mecca and 
of the Hashemite Dynasty that relocated from the Hejaz after World War 
I.  He briefly became the first King of Syria in 1920 until the French seized 
control of Syria under the French Mandate.  He was then transferred 
by the British to become the first King and ruler of an independent Iraq 
in 1922. He ruled Iraq alongside the presence of British mandate rule 
until 1930, when Iraq received full independent rule.  He presided over 
modernisation and reforms in Iraq until his death in 1933.

In Transjordan, King Abdulla, another son of Sherif Hussein, was made 
the first King of the new Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan in 1946.  He was 
assassinated in 1951 while attending prayers at the Al-Aqsa Mosque in 
Jerusalem.  His grandson, King Hussein, succeeded him and ruled from 
1951 to 1999. 

The Hashemite Dynasty moved from the Hejaz after World War I, when 
Abdulaziz Ibn Saud led a series of raids to take control of the Hejaz and 
the holy cities.  After a decade of tribal rivalry, battles and claims to 
power, he consolidated his rule in 1932 over the Kingdoms of the Hejaz 
and the Nejd and created the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.  

In Lebanon, Bechara Khoury became the first effective President in 1943 
and served until 1952.  Lebanon splits the powers of the government 
along religious sectarian lines.  Its constitution since 1943 has specified 
which religion the person for each major post should be, i.e. President, 
Vice-President, and Speaker of the House.  This division led to a number 
of crises in Lebanon’s modern history, and contributed to a civil war that 
lasted from 1975 to 1990. 
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Lesson 7 | Modern States in Middle East after World War I 
 

Activities 1 through 6 are incorporated in the following Learning 
Outcomes

  ɪ SOC.1.1.01.017	

  ɪ SOC.1.1.01.018	

  ɪ SOC.1.1.01.019	

  ɪ SOC.1.1.01.020	

  ɪ SOC.1.1.02.019	

  ɪ SOC.1.1.02.020	

  ɪ SOC.1.1.02.021	

  ɪ SOC.1.2.02.017	

  ɪ SOC.1.3.01.023

  ɪ SOC.2.1.02.020	

  ɪ SOC.2.1.02.022	

  ɪ SOC.2.1.02.023	

  ɪ SOC.2.1.02.024

  ɪ SOC.2.1.01.025	

Warm up: 

Instructions: What happens with a new country is formed? 

THE UAE

India and 
Pakistan

Various others 
possible

Federal system 
uniting the 7 

emirates

Various others 
possible

C
O

U
N

T
R

Y

T
H

E C
H

A
LLEN

G
E O

F IN
D

EN
D

EN
E

EXAMPLES OF NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
AND CHALLENGES.  FOR EXAMPLE, A 

CONSTITUTION
NAME OF NEWLY FORMED COUNTRY

 
S̝elected 
Activity 
Answers

 ё
Lesson 
Description 
with SLO 
Tags and 
Notes



All rights reserved. N
o part of this page m

ay be reproduced, stored in a retieval system
 or transm

itted in any form
 or by any m

eans w
ithout prior perm

ission in w
riting of the publisher. 

Social Studies  |  Grade 8 - Teacher Guide  |  Term 3

86 	   

Activity 1:  Concept Check

Instructions: Chose the best answer.

1. Which Arab land has not achieved full international status as an 
independent country?

	ɮ Iraq 	ɮ Palestine 	ɮ Sudan

2. Which two countries did King Faisal briefly rule for different periods in 
the 1920s?   

	ɮ Iraq and Transjordan 
(Jordan)

	ɮ Syria and Lebanon 	ɮ Iraq and Syria

3. Lebanon is a country in which political power is shared between which 
population groups?   

	ɮ People speaking 
different languages

	ɮ men and women 	ɮ people who have 
different religions

Activity 2: Gap Fill
Instructions: Use the words in the box to complete the table.

IRAQ

KINGDOM OF 
SAUDI ARABIA

 King Faisal I

 KING ABDUL 
AZIZ IBN SAUD

C
O

U
N

T
R

Y

T
H

E C
H

A
LLEN

G
E O

F 
IN

D
EN

D
EN

E

FIRST KING OR PRESIDENTNAME OF COUNTRY
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Lesson 7 | Modern States in Middle East after World War I 
 

IRAQ

KINGDOM OF 
SAUDI ARABIA

 King Faisal I

 KING ABDUL 
AZIZ IBN SAUD

C
O

U
N

T
R

Y

T
H

E C
H

A
LLEN

G
E O

F 
IN

D
EN

D
EN

E

FIRST KING OR PRESIDENTNAME OF COUNTRY

Activity 3: Understanding Maps

Instructions: The map shows the division of the Ottoman held territories 
of the Eastern Arab World after World War I.  With the defeat of the Turkish 
forces at the end of the war, the Arab region was divided into the new 
countries.  Answer the questions below after looking at the map. 

Palestine [British Mandate 
until 1948]

Iraq [British Mandate 
until 1930]

Lebanon [French  Mandate 
until 1943]

Syria [French  Mandate until 
1943]

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
[1932]

Republic of Turkey 
[1922]

Transjardon [British 
Mandate until 1946 when 
it became the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan]

Middle East 1919-1946
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Answers
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1. The French created a Mandate and took control of which two future 
Arab countries after 1919 and the conclusion of World War I?

	ɮ Iraq and Transjordan 	ɮ Syria and Lebanon 	ɮ Iraq and Syria

2. The British created a Mandate and took control of which the following 
future Arab countries after 1919 and the conclusion of World War I?

	ɮ Iraq and Transjordan 	ɮ Syria and Lebanon 	ɮ Iraq and Syria

Activity 4: Review the Facts

Instructions: Choose the best answer.

1. World War I led to the end of which empire?

	ɮ British Empire 	ɮ Ottoman Empire 	ɮ Roman Empire

2.  Ataturk was the first ruler to succeed the Ottoman sultans.  What 
major changes did he make in Turkey?   Check all that apply.  

	�He replaced the Arabic alphabet with Latin based alphabet

	�He moved the capital from Ankara to Istanbul.

	�He developed a new transport system.

	�He changed the currency.

Activity 5:  

Why did the End of World War I lead to the breakup of the Ottoman 
Empire and the creation of newly independent Arab states between 1930 
and 1946? Write 50 to 75 words. 

	ɪ Britain and France competed to seek control over the Ottoman 
Empire lands of Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Transjordan and Palestine
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Lesson 7 | Modern States in Middle East after World War I 
 

Activity 6:  

On the blank map, colour in and label the country names and the year 
the modern nation-state was founded for the following countries: 
1.	  Yemen (1967)

2.	  Oman (1970)

3.	 The United Arab 
Emirates (1971)

4.	 Saudi Arabia (1932)

5.	 Kuwait (1961)

6.	 Jordan  (1946)

7.	 Syria (1946)

8.	 Lebanon (1943)

9.	 Iraq (1921)

10.	 Turkey (1923)

Activity 5 provides a reflective writing on the impact and aftermath of 
World War I on our region

Activity 6 allows students to practice locating country names on the map 
with the year that modern nation-state was formally founded.

Students may visit our local museums for history and research online 
documentaries and website resources
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SOC.1.4.01.015	 Examines the effects of various factors (e.g., disease, 
resources, industrialization, and technology) on people 
and the environment

SOC.1.5.01.024	 Investigates the relationship and economic impact of 
culture, government, social systems in different countries

SOC.1.5.01.025	 Compares and contrasts traditional versus 
contemporary economic activities

SOC.1.5.01.026	 Examines the relationship between supply and demand 
and the impact of prices on goods and services

SOC.1.5.02.022	 Describes economic values necessary for development 
(innovation-creativity)

SOC.1.5.02.023	 Compares and contrasts various economic activities 
among various societies

SOC.1.5.02.024	Identifies specific areas of the GCC with important 
natural resource deposits

SOC.1.5.02.025	 Explains how technology has changed the way goods 
are produced

SOC.2.1.01.021	 Writes informative/explanatory texts on historical events 
or any social studies topic

 

By the end of the lesson, students will 

  � understand the national economy of country in our region  

  � explore the economy of a local economy or city. 

 

׭  Arab League

׭  common market

׭  world trade

׭  exports
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Lesson 8 | Economy in the Middle East
 

׭  imports

׭  balance of trade

׭  mixed economy

׭  free trade

׭  tariffs 

 

INSERT QR CODE TO  Observatory of Economic Complexity has excellent 
charts of international trade that can be researched, formatted and 
displayed.  Individual trade of all countries can be located, including the 
UAE 

Ihttps://oec.world/en/profile/country/egy/

 

TOWARD AN ARAB COMMON MARKET

The Arab League was established with six countries in 1945. Today, the 
Arab League has 22 in West Asia, North Africa and East Africa.  The Arab 
is primarily as a political organization, formed to negotiate and settle 
conflicts, however, it has participated in negotiating and coordinating 
agreements for the construction of complex oil and gas pipelines across 
the borders of member nation.  

A number of regions around the world have developed regional trade 
agreements or associations that eliminate tariffs or taxes on imports from 
neighbour countries.  This has been achieved in a limited scale among the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries of the United Arab Emirates, 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar and Oman.  

The idea of a common market is based on previous and continuing 
trading leagues, such as the European Coal and Steel Community, the 
predecessor to the European Common Market and its political affiliate, 
the European Union. Similar regional trade associations exist among 
the three North American countries, Canada, the United States and 
Mexico.  These three countries have agreed through the North American 
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Free Trade Association (NAFTA).  Trade agreements allow most goods, 
agricultural products, and manufactured products to be exchanged, 
shipped and sold across the member countries’ borders without extra 
tariffs or charges imposed by local or national governments.  

The 22 member nations of the Arab League are pictured on the map. The 
countries of the Arab league are often referred to as the Arab World.

As the map demonstrates, the countries have differing environments, 
economies, and histories. That means that there is a great diversity and 
range of products that these countries make and exchange for trade. 
The population of the Arab League countries totalled around 420 million 
in 2018, making it larger in population than the United States, which had 
around 330 million people in 2020.

This section examines goods produced in the Arab World by looking in 
more detail at the economies of four of the member nations using 2017 
economic data.  As a reminder, imports are goods brought from other 
countries and sold in the country.  Exports are goods or products that are 
produced by a country and sold to people outside the country.  A country 
has a trade surplus if it exports more than it imports. A country has a 
trade deficit if it imports more goods than it exports.

 ؊
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Lesson 8 | Economy in the Middle East
 

SOC.1.4.01.015	 Examines the effects of various factors (e.g., disease, 
resources, industrialization, and technology) on people 
and the environment 

All of the activities in this lesson contribute to student knowledge and 
proficiency in areas of economic activity as specified in the following 
learning outcomes

  ɪ SOC.1.5.01.024

  ɪ SOC.1.5.01.025

  ɪ SOC.1.5.01.026

  ɪ SOC.1.5.02.022

  ɪ SOC.1.5.02.023

  ɪ SOC.1.5.02.024

  ɪ SOC.1.5.02.025

  ɪ SOC.2.1.01.021

Warm up: Brainstorm

List some major products from the Middle 

	ɪ Oil, petroleum, agriculture, minerals, cotton and fabrics

=

Activity 1:   Concept Check
Instructions: In your own words describe the difference between exports 
and imports

Exports are: Imports are:  

Products bought by a 
country from another 

country

Products made in one 
country and sold to 

another
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Activity 2:  Analyze Charts
Instructions: Compute the Trade Surplus or Trade Deficit of four countries. 
(All values are shown in US $.  One US dollar equals 3.67 UAE Dirhams):  
Fill in your answers in the far right column

Country
Estimated 
Population 

(2017)

Total value of 
Imports

(Billions of $)

Total Value 
of Exports

(Billions of $)

Trade Surplus
Fill in with   

+ (if surplus)

- (if deficit) 
(Billions of $)

Egypt 97.5 million 64.1 30.1 33.3

Algeria 41 million 46.9 37.4 9.5

Sudan 40.5 million 9.9 4.6 5.4

Iraq 38.2 million 29.7 60.8 -31.1

Source of import / export data:  Observatory of Economic Complexity

Egypt’s Imports and Exports 

The top exports of Egypt are: $ Billion

Crude Petroleum 4.69

Gold 2.78

Nitrogenous Fertilizers 1.15

Refined Petroleum 0.90

Insulated Wire 0.89
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The top destinations of Egypt’s Exports $ Billion

United Arab Emirates 2.69

Italy 2.02

United States 1.69

Germany 1.51
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The top exports of Egypt are: $ Billion

Wheat 4.17

Petroleum Gas 3.59

Refined Petroleum 3.26

Semi-Finished Iron 1.97

Crude Petroleum 1.62
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Its top imports are Wheat ($4.17B), Petroleum Gas ($3.59B), Refined Petroleum ($3.26B), Semi-Finished Iron ($1.97B) 
and Crude Petroleum ($1.62B). 
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Its top imports are Wheat ($4.17B), Petroleum Gas ($3.59B), Refined 
Petroleum ($3.26B), Semi-Finished Iron ($1.97B) and Crude Petroleum 
($1.62B).

The top Import origins of Egypt’s Imports 
are:

$ Billion

China 8.07

Russia 5.84

Germany 3.45

United States 3.38
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Its top imports are Wheat ($4.17B), Petroleum Gas ($3.59B), Refined Petroleum ($3.26B), Semi-Finished Iron ($1.97B) 
and Crude Petroleum ($1.62B). 
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ߊ  Why do you think Egypt imports more food than it exports?  List 
at least three facts as evidence.

	ɪ Production of cotton and cash crops diverts away from 
agricultural land use	ɪ	ɪ	ɪ	ɪ	ɪ	ɪ

Activity 3: Make a Chart
Instructions: Make a bar chart of Algeria’s top imports (You may use Excel 
or make a table). Use the chart for Egypt as an example.

Algeria’s top exports are: Algeria’s  top imports are 

Petroleum 
Gas

 ($15.6B) Cars ($1.76B)
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Algeria’s top exports are: Algeria’s  top imports are 

Crude 
Petroleum

($12.8B) Wheat  ($1.7B)

Refined 
Petroleum

($6.89B)
Refined 
Petroleum

 ($1.56B)

Coal Tar Oil ($427M)
Concentrated 
Milk

($1.2B)

Ammonia  ($425M)

The top export destinations 
of  Algeria are:

The top export destinations 
of  Algeria are:

Italy  ($5.36B) Italy  ($5.36B)

Spain  ($4.72B) Spain  ($4.72B)

France  ($4.23B) France  ($4.23B)

United States  ($3.7B)
the United 
States

 ($3.7B)

Turkey  ($2.27B) Turkey  ($2.27B)

ߊ  Draw or paste your chart. 

	ɪ Variable design and displays
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Activity 4:  Analyse Data and Facts

Instructions: Use the data to answer the questions about Iraq. 

The Top Export Destinations  
of Iraq’s Exports

$ Billion

India 14

China 12.5

\United States 10

South Korea 5.74

Greece 3.25

The Top Import Origins  
of Iraq’s Imports

$ Billion

Turkey 9.1

China 8.31

South Korea 1.46

India 1.19

Brazil 0.81
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According to the table and charts, which three countries are among the 
top importers and exporters of products with Iraq?  Check the correct 
answer. 

	ɮ Turkey, Greece and Brazil

	ɮ China, South Korea and India

	ɮ The United States, Greece and Brazil

	ɪ Variable answers possible – potential for new transportation 
and open borders

	ɪ Will allow more free flow of trade and cooperation

Students may review the text and images. Students may discuss the text 
concepts to gather a more contextual meaning of the information.

Activity 5:  Reflection

Do you think trade among Arab nations will increase or decrease in the 
future?   Give examples and write a reflection of 50 to 75 words. 

	ɪ Variable answers
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Activity 6:  Review of key concepts

Instructions: Answer the questions.

1. What are exports?

	ɮ Products made in one country 
and sold to another country

	ɮ Products bought by one country 
that are made in another country

2. What are imports?

	ɮ Products made in one country 
and sold to another country

	ɮ Products bought by one country 
that are made in another country

Activities 2, 4 and 5 provides a reflective writing on trends in international 
trade

Activity 6 allows students to practice review several key concepts

Students may use online newspapers and web resources to research 
trends in international trade
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LESSON 9: 
TERM PROJECT
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SOC.2.1.01.022	 Distinguishes between facts from opinion, relevant 
from irrelevant information, essential from incidental 
information

SOC.2.1.01.023	 Provides accurate summary of a source, printed or digital

SOC.2.1.02.025	 Creates various forms of written work to express a 
personal opinion on various social studies issues and 
supports it with evidence (e.g. artefact, brochure, video, 
cartoon, etc.)

SOC.2.2.01.017	 Analyses data related to a certain topic and its various 
interpretations

SOC.2.2.01.018	 Works collaboratively to arrive at conclusions on 
social studies issues and explains the reasons of those 
conclusions

SOC.2.2.01.019	 Implements a plan of action to solve a local/national 
issue

SOC.2.2.01.020	Gives explanations using reasoning, examples, and 
details with relevant information

SOC.2.2.01.047	Express his opinion regarding others’ interpretations

By the end of the lesson, students will 

  � present a report or poster on a city in the Modern Middle East or North 
Africa

  � gather information about the history or modern development of a city. 

׭   ancient cities

׭   modern cities

׭   city planning

׭   transportation

׭   ports

 
Sˏtudent 
Learning 
Outcomes 
(SLOs)

ی 
Lesson 
Objective 

 
K˒ey 
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׭   public spaces

׭   commercial areas

׭   residential neighbourhoods

׭   infrastructure

Students may choose to go to their local Emirate government portal for 
information or for various local newspaper and web resources 

 
Mˬaterials/
Resources/
Technology

Select a city from our region 
to study and make a poster or 
similar presentation about its 
interesting features. 

Project Description: 

Project Steps: 
	ɮ Research your city

	ɮ Find some useful 
photographs or images

	ɮ Look up some 
demographic information 
(population size; ethnic 
makeup; languages 
spoken)

	ɮ List out the five most 
interesting places in the 
city to visit

	ɮ Gather your materials 
and assemble them 
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 ё
Lesson 
Description 
with SLO 
Tags and 
Notes

 
S̝elected 
Activity 
Answers

  ɪ SOC.2.1.01.022 

  ɪ SOC.2.1.01.023 

  ɪ SOC.2.1.02.025

  ɪ SOC.2.2.01.017 

  ɪ SOC.2.2.01.018 

  ɪ SOC.2.2.01.019 

  ɪ SOC.2.2.01.020 

  ɪ SOC.2.2.01.047 

As you present your city, remember 
to use good presentation skills like 
being confident, maintaining eye 
contact, and using appropriate 
body language.

Present your City

As you present your city, remember 
to use good presentation skills like 
being confident, maintaining eye 
contact, and using appropriate 
body language.

Present your City

Listen well to the speakers and 
prepare questions to ask about 
the city, the subtheme, or the 
information presented. Write 
some notes here while you 
listen and watch.

Being a Good 
Listener

	ɪ Show respect and understanding by listening and asking good 
questions or offering discussion

 ؊
Lesson Text
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S̝elected 
Activity 
Answers

	ɪ Variable answers possible.  Respect for their fellow student’s work 
and appreciation for the new knowledge acquired

What did you learn from the 
presentations? List at least one 
thing you learned from each 
group. For example, can you 
compare it to another city you 
know about? 

 Reflection 

The process of working in teams on their local towns and cities will help 
students to compare the important landmarks and features of their 
communities

Students may visit museums and other landmarks in their local towns 
and cities to help with this project

 NOTES:                       									                      �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

 !
Extension  
Opportunities

 
F̠ormative 
Assessment 
Opportunities
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Lesson Objective:

By the end of the lesson, students will

 � check their understanding of lessons six 
through eight

 � reflect on areas for improvement

Key Vocabulary: 

׭  Review keywords for lessons six through 
eight.



Review Activity 1: Economic Products

Instructions: For each of the following countries, fill in a major economic good that 
it produces.  For example, find something in the area of agriculture, manufacturing, 
energy.  Be specific. 

P
R

O
D

U
C

T
C

O
U

N
T

R
Y

Turkey

Syria

Iraq

Lebanon

Jordan

Morocco

Algeria

Tunisia

Libya

Sudan

Question A:  What does the term Tanizmat refer to in 19th century Ottoman history?

	ɮ It was a policy of modernisation and 
reorganisation of the Ottoman state,  
economy and society

	ɮ It was policy of free trade between 
countries

Question B:  The term Nahda refers to which of the following in modern Arab history?

	ɮ It refers to a cultural and literary 
renaissance in the 19th and early 20th 
centries

	ɮ It refers to a bureacratic system of 
taxation 
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Ankara

Damascus

Baghdad

Beirut

Amman

Rabat

Algiers

Tunis

Tripoli

Khartoum



Review Activity 2: Political Map

On the blank map, colour in and label the country names and the year the modern nation-
state was founded for the following countries: 
1.	 Yemen (1967)
2.	 Oman (1970)
3.	 United Arab Emirates (1971)
4.	 Saudi Arabia (1932)
5.	 Kuwait (1961)
6.	 Jordan  (1946)
7.	 Syria (1946)
8.	 Lebanon (1943)
9.	 Iraq (1921)
10.	 Turkey (1923)

Instructions: Answer the questions.

Question 1:  The French created a Mandate and took control of which two future Arab 
countries after 1919 and the conclusion of World War I?

	ɮ Iraq and Transjordan 	ɮ Syria and Lebanon 	ɮ Iraq and Syria

Question 2:  The British created a Mandate and took control of which the following 
future Arab countries after 1919 and the conclusion of World War I?

	ɮ Iraq and Transjordan 
(Jordan)

	ɮ Syria and Lebanon 	ɮ Iraq and Syria

Question 3:  World War I led to the end of which empire and the creation of which new 
country in its home capital region?  

	ɮ  The British Empire and 
Egypt was created as a 
new country

	ɮ The Ottoman Empire and 
the creation of Libya as a 
new country

	ɮ The Ottoman Empire 
ended and the Republic of 
Turkey was created

Question 4:  What are exports?

	ɮ products made in one country and sold to 
another country

	ɮ products bought by one country that are 
made in another country

Question 5:  What are imports?

	ɮ products made in one country and sold to 
another country

	ɮ products bought by one country that are 
made in another country
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Arab League
a political association of 22 Arab countries for 
cooperation between its member nations

Arabian Gulf
the major gulf or inlet sea that stretches from the 
United Arab Emirates up to Iraq

Arabian Sea
the large sea that stretches from Yemen, Oman 
and to the shores of Pakistan. It is the northern sea 
that merges into the Indian Ocean to its south

Asir Mountains
a stretch of mountains in the southwestern area 
of Saudi Arabia alongside the Red Sea, part of the 
Hijaz Mountain range

Ataturk
a military leader of the Turkish army during World 
War I and the first president of the new Republic of 
Turkey created in 1922

Atlas Mountains
the great mountain chain that stretches from 
Morocco into Algeria

Blue Nile
the stretch of the Nile River that flows from 
Ethiopia to Khartoum, where it joins with the 
White Nile as it flows northward to Egypt

British Mandates

a system of colonial administration by the British 
imposed on Iraq, Syria, Transjordan and Palestine 
and that lasted from the end of World War I and 
lasted as late as 1948

KEYWORD MEANING



KEYWORD MEANING

Caucuses Mountains
a great mountain chain that marks the eastern 
border regions between Turkey and the Caspian 
Sea

Constantinople
capital city in Turkey of the Byzantine Empire 
until the Ottoman conquest in 1453, when it was 
renamed Istanbul

Euphrates River
one of the twin rivers that flow parallel to each 
other through Iraq

exports
goods or products produced by one country and 
sold to other countries

Fez, Morocco

a traditional centre and base of power for various 
Muslim dynasties;  it features the Qarawiyyin 
Mosque and University complex, one of the 
world’s oldest universities

French Mandates
a system of colonial administration by the French 
imposed on Syria and Lebanon after World War 
and that lasted until about 1946

Gallipoli
site of a major battle during World War in which 
Turkish forces led by Ataturk defeated an invasion 
force of British and British allied troops and navy

Hadhramaut a mountain and valley region of Yemen
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Hijaz or Hejaz
the western mountain and valley region of 
Western Saudi Arabia, where the holy cities of 
Mecca and Medina are located

imports goods or products bought from another country

Istanbul
capital city of the Ottoman Empire and the 
Republic of Turkey from 1453 until 1923, when the 
capital moved to Ankara

Kairouan, Tunisia
the first capital of Islamic empire as it moved 
westward across North Africa in the 8th century; it 
is famous for the Great Mosque of Kairouan

King Abdulaziz Ibn Saud
the first King of Saudi Arabia who established 
the kingdom in 1932 after a series of civil wars 
between the regions of the Hejaz and Nefd

King Abdulla
the first King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
who reigned from 1946 to 1951

King Faisal I
the first king of Syria and of Iraq who ruled from 
about 1922 to 1993

Nahda
Arab literary and cultural renaissance in the 19th 
and early 20th centuries

KEYWORD MEANING
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Niger River
the important river of West Africa that allows for 
cities and towns to be built along its shores in the 
Sahel region

Nile Valley
the major agricultural and desert valleys that 
border the Nile River

Ottoman Empire

an empire that arose in Anatolia in Eastern Turkey, 
which seized Constantinople the capital of the 
Byzantine Empire and expanded and ruled over 
much of Southeast Europe, North Africa, the 
Middle East (also called Western Asia) until 1913

Red Sea
the body of water that separates the eastern 
desert coasts of Egypt and the Sudan from Saudi 
Arabia

Rifa’at at-Tahtawi
the great 19th century Egyptian scholar and 
reformer of education who promoted public 
education for boys and girls

Sahara Desert
the largest desert in the world that stretches 
across North Africa from the Atlantic Ocean in the 
West to the Nile Valley in Egypt and Sudan

KEYWORD MEANING

All rights reserved. N
o part of this bage m

ay be reproduced, stored in a retieval system
 or transm

itted in any form
 or by any m

eans w
ithout prior perm

ission in w
riting of the publisher. 

All rights reserved. N
o part of this bage m

ay be reproduced, stored in a retieval system
 or transm

itted in any form
 or by any m

eans w
ithout prior perm

ission in w
riting of the publisher. 

Social Studies - Grade 8 Term 3 | Teacher Guide

118 	   



Sahel

a large seasonal grasslands area and fragile 
ecological zone that borders the Saharan desert 
and provides pastorage and grazing for herding 
animals in the countries of Mali, Niger, Chad;  It is 
prone to severe droughts

Sinan

Mimar Sinan was the great Ottoman architect of 
the 16th century who designed the Suleymaniye 
mosque and complex in Istanbul and many other 
buildings around the Ottoman Empire 

Suleymane I or Suleiman I
the great sultan of the Ottoman Empire who ruled 
from 1522 – 1560;  he was nicknamed and called 
the magnificent and the law giver

Taurus Mountains
a mountain range in southern Turkey proximate to 
the border of Syria

Tigris River
one of the twin rivers that flow parallel to each 
other through Iraq

Tihama Mountains
a stretch of mountains of the Hijaz Mountain 
range that stretches along the Red Sea in Yemen

Timbukutu
capital city of Mali in West Africa on the Niger 
River;  an important cultural centre of Islamic 
history in the region

KEYWORD MEANING
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trade balance
the difference between the total value of all 
exports and the total value of all imports

trade deficit
this occurs if a country imports more than it 
exports

trade surplus
this occurs if a country exports more than it 
imports

White Nile

a term used for the section of the Nile River that 
flows from Uganda to Khartoum in the Sudan 
where it joins the Blue Nile to flow northward to 
Egypt.

World War I
A major war that affected all of Europe, and much 
of North Africa and the Middle East

KEYWORD MEANING
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Vocational Qualification

Diploma / Postgraduate Diploma

(2-3 Years)

(3-5 Years)

(2 Years)

(3-4 Years)

Bridging 
Program

Postgraduate Diploma / Applied Sciences
(1-2 Years)

Joining 
Work

Continuous Education

LiteracyApplied 
Stream

General & 
Academic Stream

Home 
Schooling

Vocational Education and 
Development Centre

Education System in the United 
Arab Emirates

Doctorate Degree / Applied  Sciences

Master’s Degree / Applied Sciences

Bachelor’s Degree / Applied Sciences



(2 Years) (2 Years)

(3-5 Years)

Elite Program (Grades 5-8)
Top 10 percent of students in national test scores

Ages 10-14 (4 years)

Kindergarten Ages 4-6 (not compulsory)
Nursery/ Care Ages 0-4 (not compulsory)

Grades 5 - 8
Ages 10-14 (4 Years)

Grades 1 - 4
Ages 6-9 (4 Years)

(4-5 Years)

(3-4 Years)

Advanced University 
Enrollment
(3 Years)

Top 10 percent 
of students in 

national test scores
Applied Technology 

Secondary School Program

The Ministry coordinates with national higher education institutions to admit students in various majors in line with the needs of the labour 
market and future human development plans. Higher Education institutions also determine the number of students that can be admitted 
according to their capabilities, mission and goals. They also set the conditions for students’ admission to various programmes according 
to the stream they graduated from, the levels of their performance in the secondary stage, and their results from the Emirates Standard 
Assessment Test.

Integration and coordination between General and Higher Education systems allow for the approval and calculation of school 
study courses within university studies according to the school stream and university specialisation, which reduces the duration of 

university studies.

Postgraduate Diploma
(1-2 Year)

Postgraduate Diploma
(1 Year)

Master’s Degree Master’s Degree

Doctorate Degree

Cycle 2

Cycle 1

Early Childhood

Dual Degree
Bachelor’s/Master’s

Bachelor’s Degree / Applied Sciences Bachelor’s Degree

Cycle 3 / Secondary Stage

Grades 9-12 Ages 14-18 (4 years)

Academic StreamsTechnical & Vocational Streams
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Theoretical 
Starting Age

3

6

12

12

18

18

22

24

EliteAdvancedGeneralTechnical 
Advanced

Technical 
General

Specialised 
Academies

Applied



(2 Years) (2 Years)

(3-5 Years)

Elite Program (Grades 5-8)
Top 10 percent of students in national test scores

Ages 10-14 (4 years)

Kindergarten Ages 4-6 (not compulsory)
Nursery/ Care Ages 0-4 (not compulsory)

Grades 5 - 8
Ages 10-14 (4 Years)

Grades 1 - 4
Ages 6-9 (4 Years)

(4-5 Years)

(3-4 Years)

Advanced University 
Enrollment
(3 Years)

Top 10 percent 
of students in 

national test scores
Applied Technology 

Secondary School Program

The Ministry coordinates with national higher education institutions to admit students in various majors in line with the needs of the labour 
market and future human development plans. Higher Education institutions also determine the number of students that can be admitted 
according to their capabilities, mission and goals. They also set the conditions for students’ admission to various programmes according 
to the stream they graduated from, the levels of their performance in the secondary stage, and their results from the Emirates Standard 
Assessment Test.

Integration and coordination between General and Higher Education systems allow for the approval and calculation of school 
study courses within university studies according to the school stream and university specialisation, which reduces the duration of 

university studies.

Postgraduate Diploma
(1-2 Year)

Postgraduate Diploma
(1 Year)

Master’s Degree Master’s Degree

Doctorate Degree

Cycle 2

Cycle 1

Early Childhood

Dual Degree
Bachelor’s/Master’s

Bachelor’s Degree / Applied Sciences Bachelor’s Degree

Cycle 3 / Secondary Stage

Grades 9-12 Ages 14-18 (4 years)

Academic StreamsTechnical & Vocational Streams
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